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'The Comedy of Errors' doesn't err. 
T HECURRENTONLINE.COM 
UMSL grad 
~students 
redesign 
• Hannibal 
Museum 
BY BECKY ROSNER 
........ ~--.. - .- - . .. - - . 
."1 News Editor 
Graduate students in museum 
studies have been presented with an 
opportunity to redesign the Mark 
Twain museum in Hannibal, Mo. The 
>t! project began last year and is 
progressit,g as scheduled. 
A group of consultants from the 
University have been working on the 
project, including Jay Rounds, E. 
Desmond Lee professor of museum 
studies, Caitlin McQuade, adjunct 
11 instructor in museum studies, and 
graduate students Kristin Little and 
Megan Benn. An exhibit designer and 
the consultants have been working 
with the museum to create a new 
design. "We are looking for ways to 
improve existing exhibits in the 
museum and create new ones," 
tit McQuade said. 
The museum in Hannibal is 
located next to Twain's house. It is 
the house that he returned to, in 
memory, to create some of his most ! 
prominent novels. Both McQuade 
and Rounds said that the offer was 
.~ one that was impossible to tum down. 
Twain is a model for both of them. 
They have a shelf full of Twain books 
in the office so that they can do as 
much research as possible on the 
autiloI. 
Being able. to bring the project to 
the University provides a real-world 
• experience for the museum studies 
graduate students. This is a reason 
that UM-SL Louis was chosen to 
participate in the important task. The 
students work in the offi ce and 
participate in presentations. "UMSL 
has a set of resources that are 
~ extremely useful in a project like 
this," McQuade said. "The most 
important resource that UMSL is 
offering right now is the graduate 
students who are working on the 
project" 
Rowlds said that he has been 
"especially pleased with the students 
who have been working on the 
project. One reason that he decided to ' 
do the project was to gi\e the students 
hands-on experience. They are an 
important part of the design ideas that 
are being projected into the museum. 
~. The project began last year. when 
they began to work on the I 
interpretative master plan. The plan 
was finished in the spring of this year, 
and then the musewn decided that 
they did in fact want to go ahead with 
the design. At the end of May 2004, 
~ the first phase of the project will end. 
Eventually, the entire museum is to 
be redesigned by the group. 
Graduate students are required to 
work around 20 hours a week on the 
project, and McQuade and Rounds 
are both full-time. Graduate students 
~ in a museum studies practicum class 
. have also helped with the project. 
One of their assignments was to make 
a display for the museum, which was 
a window in the museum, advertising 
the changes coming in the future. The 
group tries to go to Hannibal at least 
.. once a month to oversee the progress 
of the redesign. 
Part of the design for the museum 
is a storyline of Mark Twain. They 
are looking at references to Hannibal 
in some of his writings and v.ays to 
tie them in with the exhibit. 
,"---
see MUS EUM , page 3 
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SGA approves new fee increases 
At 
B Y BECKY ROSNER 
News Ediio;' ~ 
the Student Government 
us to be proud of our school, for us to 
develop school plide and for us to 
develop intrical relationships that we 
haven't had," Dolan said. "We are very 
passionate about what we do." 
Association meeting on Fliday, Nov. 
21 , many proposals were discussed and 
passed by popular vote of the assembly. 
Increases in student fees are among the 
propositions that will go to the Board of 
Curators. 
Dolan also said that UM-SL Louis is 
funded 10th out of 11 schools in the 
conference. She stated that UM-Rolla 
has more funding and that UM-St. 
Louis does not offer as many amenities 
to the student athletes. 
The student fee 
--"--
The majority of 
that [increase] will 
go towards student 
organizations. 
- Orinthia Montague, 
director of Student 
increase would still 
leave the University 
behind many others in 
the conference. TIle 
assembly passed the 
fee. 
Some of the student 
fees for the 2004-05 
year may go up by as 
much as 90 cents per 
credit hour. Currently, 
all students pay $9 per 
credit hour for an 
athletic fee. These fees 
go toward all of the 
athletic teams, events 
and activities involved 
with the University. 
The proposed increase 
for the next school year 
is 35 cents. 
Three people spoke 
at the meeting for the 
Life 
-- ,,--
Student Life is 
asking for a 46-cent 
increase. Orinthia 
Montague, director of 
Student Life, spoke 
about the reason for 
the proposed fee 
increase. The 
University currently 
funds 82 
Mike Sherwin! nJe CuneJ11 
David Dodd, SGA chairperson, confers with Kristy Runde, SGA president, as vice president Beth 
Grindstaff looks on during the Student Government m eeting Nov. 21. 
athletic departmenL A student athlete, 
Chris Pilz, the new basketball coach 
and Pat Dolan, director of the athletic 
department, represented the department 
to tty to persuade the assembly to vote 
on the increase. "We are trying to 
create, for the students at the University 
of Missouri -SL Louis, an arena for all of 
organizations. Some of the 
organizations make money in other 
ways, but others cannot fundraise. "The 
majOlity of that [increase] will go 
towards student organi.zations," 
Montague said. 
Since the beginning of the semester, 
there have been five new organizations. 
Many more organizations continue to 
become active, as well as others asking 
for more funding every year. There are 
cun-ently about 112 organizations on 
campus. Much more money is often 
requested than can be provided. The fee 
was pa~sed by popular vote. 
Health Services is also requesting a 
fee increase. The reason behind this is 
the demand for more staff in the 
department. A psychiatrist, two 
additional nurse practitioners and a 
receptionist in the Wellness Resource 
Center are among the requests. The 
woman who spoke on behalf of Health 
Services said that students are 
constantly seeking health attention and 
the staff is not always there to support 
the demands. 
see SGA. page 3 
Police cftliser crashes in Lot K The Pikes are back 
UM-St. Louis police examine a wrecked police cruiser in Parking Lot K; west of t.t!e Performing 
Arts Center, on Monday evening. Around 6 p.m., UM-St. Louis pol ice sergeant Thomas McEwen's 
vehic le crashed into a light pole in a single-car accident. According to Pclice Lieutenant Albert 
Wirt. McEwen had been responding to a call about a suspicious person in a vehicle outside of the 
Genera! Services Building. While following the suspicious vehicle, his attention w as diverted and 
the police vehicle struck the light pole. Sergeant Mc~wen was examined on the scene by an ~MT 
c rew, said Wirt, but Mc Ewen's inju ries were not serious. 
on campus, officially 
4fter 8 years, Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 
regains official recognition 
BY ANGELA ASHLEY 
Stajf \Vriter 
Christmas came in the middle of 
November for one student 
organization on campus . The Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternity was granted 
recognition on campus after eight 
years. 
Pi Kappa Alpha is a large 
fratemity, with over 210 international 
chapters. The Zeta Phi chapter of the 
fraternity began at UM-St Louis in 
1969 and to this date has more than 
470 alumni members. The fraternity 
lost their recognition in 1995 due to 
claims of sexual assault that were later 
proven false. While they were still 
recognized nationally as a chapter, 
their ultimate goal was to be back on 
campus. 
To be granted recognition, the 
fraternity had to submit an application 
to a Student Affairs Committee. Once 
approved by the committee, the 
decision was passed to on Curt 
Coonrod. vice chancellor of student 
affairs, and Chancellor Thomas 
George. All parties agreed, and a letter 
signed by Coonrod later arrived at the 
fratemity's house, congratulating 
them for their return to campus. 
"We were so excited and pumped. 
You could literally feel the energy 
coming from people. For Pikes, it was 
the greatest feeling imaginable," Mike 
Wenger, junior, marketing, president 
of Pi Kappa Alpha, said. 
The fraternity members are not the 
only people e .cited about being back 
on campus. Members of Sigma Pi 
delivered a congratulatory note to Pi 
Kappa Alpha's house. Later on in the 
week, members of both fraternities 
celebrated Witll the Pikes at Golden 
Greeks , a local bar. The three 
fraternities have plans in the works to 
form an inter-fraternity council to 
work together to make the fraterni ties 
both individually and collectively 
stronger. "We are so excited to work 
with the other fratemities," Wenger 
said. 
The brothers are also exci ted to 
participate in mixers and Greek week 
events with the three sorOlities. A 
member of Zeta Tau Alpha, Katie 
Gierse, junior, nursing, expressed her 
happiness about the fraternity's return. 
"It's great to see a group of guys that 
have the same heart and dedication as 
the rest or the Greek community to be 
able to help UM-St. Louis tudent life 
grow t1lfough the Greek system," 
Gierse said. 
s<;e GREEKS. page 3 
Presidential candidate 
Mike Sherwinl 1be C",.rem 
!}§mocratic presidential candidate Lyndon LaRouche speaks at a 
press conference in the J.e. Penney Building on Nov. 18. 
Afterwards, LaRouche spoke at a public meeting hosted by three 
Missouri state representatives: Rep. Juanita Head Walton, Rep. 
Esther Haywood, and former Rep. Quincy Troop. 
LaRouche visits campus 
BY BEC K Y R OSNER 
New!> Editor 
Lyndon LaRouche, Democratic 
presidential candidate, addressed the 
University about his campaign on 
Tuesday, Nov. 18 . His visit began 
with a press conference, followed by 
a community forum later that night. 
LaRouche has been excluded 
from the presidential debates but is 
on the Missouri Democratic Primary 
ballot. Ranked number six in total 
money raised and number two in the 
total number of contributions in the 
Democratic race , LaRouche has not 
been a highly mentioned candidate . 
He spoke about the major crises 
facing the nation and how the other 
candidates arc avoiding these issues. 
Along with LaRouche were Rep. 
Juanita Head Walton, Rep. Esther 
Haywood, former Rep. Quincy 
Troop and a member of LaRouche's 
campaign, Stuart Rosenblatt. Each of 
the Missouri representatives gave an 
introduction of the presidential 
candidate. The evening community 
forum brought in around 70 people, 
where laRouche again spoke of the 
--" --
represent the 
Roosevelt t radition, 
the others represent a 
wor ld that is dying. 
- Lyndon la~ouche, 
presidential candidate 
--" 
crises dealing with our nation as well 
as the· other Democratic candidates. 
Walton spoke ahead of LaRouche 
about her reasons for supporting his 
campaign . She recently heard 
LaRouche speak, and he made a 
good impression on her with his 
visions. "Aiter listening to what he 
had to say, I was very impressed and 
wanted him to come to St. Louis to 
speak and I also felt that his voice 
was not being heard in our 
community," Walton said. 
When speaking to the crowd, 
LaRouche talked about the problems 
with the Democratic candidates, in 
particular. One of his main points 
was that the other candidates "are not 
in the real world." He said that they 
are all in a universe that existed 
many years ago, and that is why they 
are all failing . 'The pOliticians today 
fail because they are discussing the 
issues of 1964 and 2002," LaRouche 
said. 'Therefore, they're irrelevant 
to the reality of war and major 
economic depression among us right 
now." 
see LAROUCHE, page 14 
Page 2 
Thru March 
Woodcock Museum 
'1ruage and Ima."aination: Art of the 
American West" virtual exhibit is 
open online at http://woodcockrnuse-
um.umsl .edu. Featured is paintings 
and sculptures from the permanent 
collections of the Woodcock Museum 
and the Mercantile Library at UM-St 
Louis. 
Thru Dec. 5 
Alpha Xi Delta 
The Alpha Xi Delta toy drive is until 
Dec. 5. Drop off a new toy in boxes 
located across UM-St Louis's cam-
pus to do your part. Donations will be 
given to local children's agencies. 
Mon 1 
Faculty panel 
A panel of UMSL faculty members 
will discuss "Online Teaching Tips in 
Real-TlIlle and Any Time" at noon in 
the Student Government Chamber at 
the Millennium Student Center. Fifty 
exemplary faculty users of 
My Gateway will be recognized for 
outstanding instructional use of the 
cow-se management system. Faculty 
will demonstrate creative ways to 
integrate MyGateway into a number 
of curriculums. Bring a lunch. Light 
refreshments will be provided. The 
event is free and open to faculty, staff 
and graduate students. Call 4508 or 
visit http://www.umsl.edulctl for 
more infOlmation. 
Mon 1 (cont.} 
AIDS lecture 
Noted AIDS speaker w deliver lecture 
O eve Jones, founder of the Names 
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt will talk 
about AIDS at 7 p.m. in the Century 
Rooms of the I\.1illennium Student 
Center. The lecture is fire and open to 
the public, and sponsored by the Office 
of Student Life, University Program 
Board, Prizm, Bames College Black 
Nurses Association and Associated 
Black Collegians. Call 5291 for more 
information. 
Tues 2 
Choosing a major 
Leam how to match your interests with 
academic majors and occupations using 
the Self Dire.."icd. search. This work-
shop \vill help you identify interests. 
skills, work values and learn where to 
learn more about occupations. 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Pre-register ro obtain materi-
als. 126 MSC. 516-5711 
2 
Bible study 
Christ Christian Center is holding a 
Bible study at 7:30 p.m. at Embassy 
Suites Hotel (Inter 70 & Lindbergh). 
(314) 739-8929. 
2 
Cnlsade for Christ 
A Bible study is from noon - 1:15 p.m. 
in room 314 of the MSC. Join Campus 
Crusade for Christ for fellowship and 
prayer. 
1lte Current 
Tues 2 - Thur 4 
Toy drive 
Students with DisAbilities, S.H.O.T.S. 
and Student Court are holding a Toy 
Drive from December 2-4 in the 
M illennium Student Center. Please 
bring an unwrapped toy for a child, and 
you will give a toy to a cbild. 
Wed 3 
Tree lighting 
Administrative Services is sponsor-
ing the ninth annual UM-St. Louis 
tree lighting ceremony. Come by on 
Dec . 3 in the Alumni Circle. Listen 
to carolers. and hot chocolate, apple 
cider and cookies will be provided. 
3 
Education reception 
The Missouri Department of Labor 
and Industrial Relations Governor's 
Council on Disability and Division 
of Student Affairs at UMSL will 
hold an awards ceremony and 
reception for Marilyn Ditto-Pernell 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in Century 
Room C of the Millennium Student 
Center. Ditto-Pernell is the director 
of D isabi lity A ccess Services at 
UMSL. and at 2 : 15, she will receive 
the council's Educator of the Year 
Inclusion ward, which is presented 
annually to recognize an individual 
who has successfully included peo-
pi w ith disabilities in education. 
Call 516-5371 for more infonna-
tion . a nd call 51 6-5 228 (5212 TDD) 
for disability accommodations. 
1hLr 4 
Counseling Services 
Worried about finals? Find out how to 
Conquer Finals in a free workshop 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. This service is 
free. Registration is required. Call 516-
57l1. 
4 
America overseas 
Three panelists will discuss "European 
Views of American Foreign Policy" at 7 
pJ1l. in the SGA Chambers in the MSC. 
They will focus on how individuals in 
England. Germany and France view 
America's foreign policy and how 
American politicians are portrayed to 
Europeans through the European news 
media The event is sponsored by the 
Center for International Studies. 
4 
Student concert 
Student chamber musicians and the 
Arianna String Quartet will perform at 
7:30 p .m. in the E. Desmond Lee 
Theater at the Blanche M. Touhill PAC. 
The event is free and open to the public. 
Call 516-5980 for more info. 
Fri5 
Honors College 
Put it on the Board! CallS16-S174 for details or email current@jinx.urnsl.edu 
A Pierre Laclede Honors College gener-
al information session is at 1 p.m. 
Refreshments and registration begins at 
12:45 pm. The session is an opportuni-
ty for students to learn about the pro-
gram. The event will take place in the 
Honors College on South Campus in 
the Provincial House Complex. 
Students sbould RSVP at 516-6870 or 
UMSLHONORS@UMSLEDU. 
QUESTION: 
Don't you think you've spent enough time grow ing roots into your sofa? 
Fri 5 (cont.) 
Student lecture 
Dennis Sbi, a doctoral student in busi-
ness administration at UMSL, will dis-
cuss "Using the Center for Research In 
Security Prices Database" at II am. in 
401 SSB. The event is sponsored by the 
College of Business Administration. 
Call 516-6142 for more information. 
5 
The Rhythm of Soul 
'The Rbythm of Soul" is at 7:30 p.m. 
in Century Room C of the MSC. The 
lecture is presented by Constantine 
Evangelides. The lecture is about poet-
ry originating from Cyprus in the 20th 
century. It's sponsored by the Center 
for International Studies. For more 
information, call 516-6495. 
Tues9 
Guest lecture 
Michael Cosmopoulos reconsuucts 
stories of lost or illegaly traded ancient 
treasures. This stories, from the 
Parthenon Marbles to the recent loot-
ing of the Baghdad museum, provide a 
fascinating insight into modem culture 
and our perceptions about our cultural 
heritage. The event is at 8 p.m. at the 
St. Louis Art Museum Auditorium 
Winter semester 
Child maHreatment 
PSY 398: Child Maltreatment is 
offered for next semester. The comse 
will focus on identification, reporting, 
intervention, prevention of cbild sexu-
al abuse, physical abuse and neglect 
For info., contact the Children's 
Advocacy Services at 516-6798. 
The Current is hiring fo r the spring semester. Dig yourself out of the winter slump and apply at The Current today! 
Relaxed work environment Competit ive wages. Excellent opportunity. 
Besides, there's noth ing on TV anyway. 
Positions available: 
Production Associate • Copy Editor • Advertising Director • Music Critic 
Call 516-5174 or drop off your resume and cover letter to the office. 
The Current, 388 MSC,8001 Nat ural Bridge Rd., St. Louis, MO 63121.The Current is an E.O.E. 
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Scholarship available as incentive for teachers 
.. BY; PATRICIA LEE 
Staff Writer 
most that have 
degrees or the 
Louis Public Schools, at the beginning 
of the academic year, they were still 
seeking more than 40 math and sci- · 
ence teachers. Info- graphic by S1Ilnn'~n 
private sector," Schmitz said. "It is 
especially hard to recruit younger 
folks interested in science and math 
because they can make much higher 
Edwardsville, Saint Louis University, 
Washington University and Webster 
University. However, of the seven 
applications received so far, all are 
from UM-St. Louis students. "We will 
give it to whatever students apply who 
are qualified; and if they all come 
from the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, then that's what happens. 
We're hoping the other schools will 
provide us with applicants as well," 
Vrugtman said. 
ing careers to teaching. However, the 
Noyce Scholarship is the only scholar-
ship UM-St. Louis offers specifically 
for math and science teachers. "The 
College of Education does offer a few 
scholarships for education majors, but 
specifically there are not a lot of 
scholarships available specifically for 
teachers," Christine Rethlake, scholar-
ship coordinator at the office of 
Financial Aid, said. 
In an attempt to ease a teacher 
,shortage in the st. Louis Public 
School District, several regional uni-
versities, including UM-St. Louis, are 
offering $450,000 in new scholar-
ships. 
The Noyce Scholarship is a $7,500 
award given to students seeking 
lit teacher certification. Upon certifica-
tion, teachers are guaranteed a job in 
St. Louis Public Schools. Recipients 
of the scholarship must then commit 
to teaching math and science, at the 
school, for two years, for each year 
they received scholarship money. 
,. This scholarship is being offered to 
try to fill a need for math and science 
teachers at the middle and high school 
levels in the area's public schools. 
According to the website for the St. 
Despite moving people in the 
district from administrative to 
teaching positions, teaching 
positions were not filled. 
'There will always be a 
shortage, especially with 
math and science teach-
ers, so the idea is to bring 
new people into the field," 
Rosanne Vrugtman, pro-
gram director of the St. 
Louis Regional Partnership 
for Excellence in Urban 
Teacher Preparation and schol-
arship administrator, said. 
Charles Schmitz, dean of the 
College of Education, attributes 
this shortage to several factors. On 
average, St. Louis Public School 
teachers earn $41,261 annually. 
''The preparation to be math and 
science teachers is very stringent, and 
~ Business student's 
research paper nets 
.~ national award 
BY BECKY ROSNER 
News Editor 
Michael Behan, business graduate 
student, was presented with the 
Scholar's Award from the Association 
for Financial Professionals on Nov. 3. 
The award was presented on behalf of 
a research paper entered in the associ-
ation's annual contest. 
~ EvelY year', the association grants 
one award. No second or third place 
honors are recognized. Included with 
May 2003. They also must be original 
and should not have been previously 
submitted to any other award pro-
gram. 
The winner is selected on the basis 
of the topic chosen and the way that 
they applied it in the paper. According 
to Lawrence, Behan went through 
three topics before settling on the 
topic at hand. He also submitted a full 
outline for each of the topics. "He did-
n 't really care what it took to come up 
with a good paper, it's just going that 
extra 10 nilles," Lawrence said. "I've 
been teaching for 21 yems, and I have 
the award was $5,000, ~----------, neVer seen that." 
a one-year AFP mem-
bership and a free trip 
to Orlando for the 
award presentation. ~ Edward Lawrence, 
professor of banking 
and finance, accompa-
nied Behan on the trip. 
L1wr;.ence ~eived a 
complete set of AFP 
publications for the 
~ business school's 
library. 
The name of the paper 
that Behan finally settled 
on is "A Plimer 
Concerning Online 
Payment Services." The 
paper explored the indi-
vidual and small business-
es uses of online payment 
services. "1 never received 
national recognition for 
any of my accomplish-
ments," Behan said. 
Behan has 
Lawrence entered 
Behan's resear"Ch paper 
Michael Behan enrolled in the graduate 
in the contest. Every student in his 
class is requiren to write a research 
paper for the semester, and, as result, 
!II Lawrence encourages his students to 
enter the paper in the competition. 
This year he entered seven papers 
total. "1 tried to get all my students to 
submit papers [in the competition] 
knowing that if you submit 20, you 
have a better chance of winning," 
Lawrence said. "All of the universi-
--. 
ties who submit submit batches, and a 
faculty member must submit them." 
At least 35 universities around the 
nation are able to submit papers in the 
competition. The review process of 
the papers by the award committee is 
completely blind. They do not know ~ who wrote the papers or where they 
have come from. Papers are written 
about treasury or financial manage-
ment. The papers must have been 
wI1tten between September 2002 and 
~ 
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business program since 
2001 and is scheduled to graduate this 
May. Outside of UM-St. Louis, 
Behan is the director of commodity 
sales and purchasing for a 
Mississippi-based lumber manufac-
turer. "I ",ill use most of the money 
that I received to complete my educa-
tion at UMSL," Behan said. 
"However, since I will be graduating 
in May, I plan to put the remainder of 
the money to work in the market, 
most likely in the fonn of a Roth 
IRA." 
Beharl is very proud of the award, 
as is his professor. The accomplish-
ment is also good recognition for the 
University, "Mike was one of tllOse 
people who I knew from the very 
beginning was going to go for it, and 
he put tlle most effort into it, from 
what I can see." Lawrence said. 
Another UM-St. Louis student 
won this prize four years ago. 
- ------_ . __ ._- - ._-_._ ..
The fraternity house of Pi Kappa Alpha is located on Natural 
Bridge Rd. The Pikes, as they are known around campus, have 
recently regained official recognition with UM-St. Louis. 
Greek advisor, Allyson \VJ..lson, is 
• also sharing in the joy. "1 really feel 
that they will be a wonderful source 
for both the students and Greek com-
munities. The fact that they have been 
working so hard and spent eight years 
trying to come back shows that they 
have the fortitude and dedication to 
help achieve the goals of growth and 
.. strength for the Greek community," 
Wilson said. 
Currently, 13 of 29 members are 
\. involved in on-campus activities such 
as Student Senate and Student 
Government Association. They also 
work as a whole to pelfonn commu-
nity service for various philan-
thropies, including Life Skills founda-
tion, BJC HealthCare and St. Ann's 
parish. "The Pikes are honored to be a 
recognized fraternity at UM-St. 
Louis. We feel we will be both bene-
ficial for Greek and student life," 
Wenger said. 'We would just like to 
thank Allyson, Ol1nthia, Curt 
Coonrod, Chancellor George and all 
others involved in making this possi-
ble." 
equiva-
lent go into higher-paying jobs in the 
salaries working in non-school set-
tings." 
The Noyce Foundation funds 
the St. Louis National Science 
Foundation/Noyce 
Scholarship. Robert Noyce, 
the creator of the micro-
processor, founded the Noyce 
Foundation. "Every time a 
computer is sold, money goes 
into the foundation; and the 
foundation monies are used for 
scholarships and other educa-
tional pUlpOSes," Vrugtrnan said. 
The scholarship is administrat-
ed by UM-St. Louis as a free service 
to students and St. Louis :Public 
Schools. It is available at seven other 
colleges and universities hesides UM-
St. Louis: Fontbonne University, 
Harris-Stowe State College, 
Maryville University, SIU-
Vrugtrnan is hopeful that incen-
tives will help to fIll open positions. 
The scholarship is targeted for people 
with math and science degrees who 
want to switch over to teaching. 
Juniors and seniors can qualify as 
well. "We are hoping that it will fIll at 
least 30 slots," Vrugtman said. 
There are other incentives ,for 
teachers in addition to scholarships. 
Teacher education programs at sever-
al universities are experimenting with 
alternative programs that would shOlt-
en preparation time for people chang-
Schmitz said that incentives help, 
but more is needed to counteract the 
teacher shortage. "Rewards and incen-
tives help. Respect and public 
acknowledgement for the good work 
most teachers do, and something other 
than negative repOlts in the newspa-
pers and on television about the state 
of education in the USA would cer-
tainly help," Schmitz said. 
For more infonnation about the 
Noyce Scholarship, students can con" 
tact Rosanne Vrugtman at vmgt-
manr@msx.umsl.edu or at 314-516-
4349. 
UMSL Quartet teams with grade 
schoo to teach through music 
BY STEFANIE TAYLOR 
Staff Writer 
Arianna String Quartet, UM-St. 
Louis's Quartet-in-Residence, is tak-
ing on an interdisciplinary education 
outreach program at Holy Trinity 
Catholic School in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood of St. Louis. The out-
reach program is being largely funded 
by a $12,000 residency partnership 
grant from Chamber Music America, a 
national service organization founded 
in 1977. 
The grant will provide more than 
20 classroom visits and five free per-
fonnances at Holy Trinity, which lies 
in arl "at risk" neighborhood as identi-
fied by "Project Respond and Vision 
for Children" (2000). All students at 
Holy Trinity learn to play the violin as 
part of Education Through Music, a 
program designed to integrate music 
with traditional subjects such as math-
ematics and language. The students 
also study dance, visual arts and vocal 
music. 
"I think it's terrific," said Arianna 
violinist John McGrosso. "This type of 
education gives students a creative 
outlet for their hopes and desires. It 
shows them that they can be successful 
in an artistic way." 
According to "Project Respond", 
80 percent of students attending Holy 
Trinity live below the poverty line, and 
60 percent of their parents did not 
graduate from high school. 
SGA, from page 1 
"We help these students understand 
that education is the ticket to personal 
success," said McGrosso. 'We show 
them an alternative to violence and 
abuse. I think it's important for kids to 
be shown options that maybe their par-
ents couldn't show them." 
students with opportunities they could 
never get anywhere else. The students 
and teachers are co-learners under the 
artists. Teachers return to the class-
room, and they have the ability to inte-
grate daily. Artists are requ4"ed to keep 
a cOlmection with the teachers and 
The quartet spends 
a few weeks with 
each age group, 
teaching violin and 
promoting music in 
education. 
--"--
Learning an instru-
ment also helps 
with coordination of 
physical abilities 
and imagination; 
it's physical and 
mental. 
assist them with their 
lesson plans. 
"Arianna Quartet's 
residency here is won-
deIful," Proot said. 
'They really demon-
strate a relationship 
between the academic 
subjects and the 
music." 
Arianna began 
their involvement with 
Holy Trinity when the 
"I can integrate 
math with music by 
linking fractions and 
rhythm. Leaming to 
play an instrument 
also helps with coor-
dination of physical 
abilities arId imagina-
tion; it's physical and 
mental." said 
- John McGrosso school began looking 
" 
McGrosso. 
for a violin teacher. 
'We all hold faculty 
positions here, but I 
Integrated music curriculum varies started thinking about ways that we 
from traditional cuniculum with a could support their program," said 
music program added. 
"Many of the students will be able 
to go on and pursue a music career 
after school, if they choose," 
McGrosso ~aid. 
Sister 10yelle Proat, assistant prin-
cipal of Holy Trinity Catholic School. 
said she stands behind her school's 
Education Through Music curriculum. 
''The program serves to increase acad-
emic su=ss," she aid. 'The goal 
isn't to produce artists but to provide 
McGrosso. The quartet applied for the 
Chamber Mu ic America grant in 
2002. According to Chamber Music 
America., the service organization 
seeks to provide communities with 
greater access to chamber, music 
through concerts and other programs 
that engage audiences beyond the con-
cert halJ. 
Chamber Mu 'ie America program 
director Susan Dadian said he was 
thoroughly impressed with Ariarma's 
grant proposal. "They really gave a 
clear outline of what they wanted to 
achieve," she said. Dadian explained 
the different parameters for obtaining a 
grant. 'We look for how well the pro-
posal is written, the clarity of the goals, 
the plan for evaluation and the depth of 
community involvement. A panel 
evaluates the proposals and listens to a 
sanlple of the artists' work." 
Chamber Music America consid-
ered 88 proposals and awarded 17 
grants. 
"Arianna more than srnpassed the 
requirements," Dadian said."We were 
inIpressed with their desire to make a 
longctenn commitment to the commu-
nity. They had clearly defmed their 
goals." 
While McGrosso admitted that the 
project can be tinle-consuming for the 
successful quartet, he said the experi-
ence is worth the effort. 'We're moti-
vated by the opportunity to expose 
kids to arts ar1d to make a personal 
connection. The sustained contact 
gives students depth of application of 
mu ic," he said. 
The first of five concerts was held 
on Oct. 26 and featured a performance 
by Arianna and showcased the stu-
dents' musical skills. McGrosso said, 
'The program exparlds their world. It's 
exciting to see their enthusiasm and 
energy." 
The next concert will be held dur-
ing the spring semester and is open to 
the public. 
--- - _ ._ .. _-----_. __ .. 
---_._- . 
Michelle Schmidt, cDordinator of 
alcohol and drug prevention, spoke 
about the reasons for the proposed 
increase. The proposal is 90 cents, 
and included with this is a 15-cent 
optometry fee increase. With the 
optometry increase, they hope to pro-
vide an additional service for stu-
dents, a free eye exam and perhaps 
discount eyewear. The proposal was 
passed. The only funding that Health 
Services receives is from the student 
fee. "We're constantly booked, and 
we don't have enough people to see 
and meet the demand of the stu-
dents," Schmidt said. "We don't 
charge you an office visit charge; we 
also offer you free over-the-counter 
meds when you come in." 
The last proposed increase was for 
the infrastructure fee. A 25 percent 
increase was projected for next year. 
A lot of discussion went into this sub-
ject. Part of the reason for the 
increase is the bi-state program. This 
program allows for all students to 
have a free MetroLink pass for each 
semester. The fee of $2 was added 
last year. 
This proposal was not passed at 
the meeting. It has been tabled and 
passed;to a committee that will dis-
cuss the issue further. Reinhatt 
Schuster, vice chancellor of adminis-
trative services, spoke to the group on 
the issue. "The primary component 
of that fee is the shuttle and the bi-
state passes," Schuster said. ''1 see 
more and more ~tudents utilizing that 
pass every semester." 
M USEUM, from page 1 
Mike Sherwin! The CuI7T.'TIt 
Pat Dolan, director of athletics, speaks to the Student Government Assembly Nov. 21 about a pro-
posed thirty-five-cent-per-credit-hour increase in stUdent activity fees for the athletic department. 
Dolan noted that of the twelve schools in its conference, UM-St. Louis is eleventh in funding for ath-
letics. Afterward, the assembly voted in favor of the increase. 
Another thing announced at the 
meeting was that Adam Schwadron, 
vice chair, will be leaving after this 
semester, due to his graduating in 
December. Elections will be held in 
January to fill the vacant seat. 
Schwadron said to contact him or 
David Dodd for information on what 
the position entails. 
***WA TED*** 
1 Zookeeper and 12 Gorillas 
--- - --
Full-time/ part-time workers needed 
for grassroots marketing campaign in 
one of America's fastest growing 
franchises. Evening and daytime 
hours. Must be personable, outgoing 
and have a flare for the outrageous. 
Marketing internships welcome. Earn 
money and have fun at the same 
time. Close to UM-St. Louis. 
The museum is composed of mul-
tiple buildings, and the group is cur-
rently working on one of the build-
ings that dates back to the early 
18OOs. Three of the buildings are 
being worked on, as of now. '"One of 
the ,things that I commented 
was that there was not enough Mark 
Twain in the Mark TWain museum," 
Rounds said. "We are trying to bring 
the museum to life through the story-
telling with the kind of humor that 
Mark Twain brought into his stories 
and why his st0l1es remain so popu-
lar'." 
There is a design fInn that works 
on the physical designing of the 
building, while the Catupus staff does 
the designing on paper and models. 
The design group meets with the flIm 
often. The students are often the peo-
ple who do the presenting. A room in 
Clark Hall houses some of the design 
elements used in the presentations. 
"We try to keep in mind what most 
people think of when they think of 
Mark Twain," McQuade said. "We're 
making a museum for people who 
have an average knowledge of the 
subject." Call David at (314) 423-4529 ~ 
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'No soup for you' 
St. Louis area food 
pantries need your love 
The holiday season is once again 
upon us . It is time for us to reflect 
upon all that we have accomplished 
this year, our joys and our regrets. 
One thing that often gets over-
looked at thi · time of year is the 
neighborhood food pantry. As usual, 
the food pantries arc facing a crisis in 
their supplies. Shelves are mnni.ng 
empty while the number of people in 
need is not changing. Unless some-
thing is done, these food pantries will 
have to start tuming people away. Not 
good. 
It is somewhat perplexing that this 
happens each and every year. Do we 
not see this coming? Do we go 
through food pantry amnesia? That 
does not seem very likely, a the only 
other option is that we choose to for-
get. After all. in this society. if we can 
convince ourselves that a problem is 
not real , then we can sleep easier at 
night. 
Then there are those who think 
they he lp by giving the Boy 
Scout cans of pumpkin pie 
fuling and lO-year-old hominy. 
Sorry. but that just does not cut the 
cake , No. something else has to be 
done. 111ere are so many options 
available to us that we never take that 
it is embarrassing that these food 
pantries are in the dire straits they are. 
So what options are available, you 
may be asking? Well , here is a list of 
some of those options. 
-Next time you are at thc grocery 
store, throw in a couple more cans of 
soup or cans of com. Then, at the end 
of the month, gather them all up and 
take them down to a food pantty and 
donate them. You will not believe how 
incredible you will feel after you get 
back home, 
·Make a IUn to the AJdi store near-
est you. Belie e it or not, but you can 
get canned goods for 10 cents there. 
Just think., if you spend $20 on canned 
goods, you can donate 200 cans to 
your local food pantry. Once again. 
you will feel incredible after doing an 
act of kindness like this. 
-Make a cash donation to the food 
pantry. 1£ you just do not know what to 
buy. then just take $20 or $30 down 
the food pantry and make ypur dona-
tion that way. 'I1tis way, they can go to 
the store and buy what they need. 
Your kindness will never be forgotten 
by the workers of the pantries . 
What bas to be remembered here, 
folks, is the people who work at these 
food panllies are doing so out of the 
kindness of 
help them is 
th eir 
hearts. 
Th e y 
are 
n o t 
get -
ti n g 
p aid 
a n y -
th i n g 
to do 
t his 
w ork. 
The 
I e a s t 
we can 
do to 
to do our parts and 
donate some food. 
In this joyous time of year, it is 
important that those of us who are 
baves do not forget the have nots, Om 
fellow human being deserve a warm 
meal for Christmas, Hanukkah or 
Kwanzaa, or any other holiday you 
can think of at this festive tinle of year. 
Do not overlook the less fortunate 
amongst us. Without our help, they 
will not make it through the cold win-
ter months. You can call this a little 
"food for thought." 
The issue 
St. Louis area food 
pantries are des-
perately low. 
Without these won-
derful people, 
many of St. Louis' 
needy will go hun-
gry. So it's time for 
St. Louis to step up 
and get with the 
program. 
We suggest 
Make any donation 
you possibly can. 
Any donation, big 
or small, will be an 
immense helps to 
the philanthropists 
who work these 
food pantries. At 
this time of year 
especially, people 
need all the joy 
they can get. 
So what do you think? 
Tell us what you think! Drop us 
a line at the office, 388 MSC, 
or online at our Web site 
www.thecurrentonline.com. 
How do you feel about the 
topics we've written about? 
• Food pantry donations 
You can make your voice 
heard in a variety of ways! 
• Hockey season 
• Holiday thanks and giving 
• Submit a Letter to the Editor 
• Write a Guest Commentary 
• Visit the Online Forums at 
TheCurrentOnline.com 
~.~~~ 
; -- '" '~,.4 4J 
;' '~j; ~.'~" Maartje van Lakerveld 
Freshman, 
Undeclared 
Carlo'Munaois 
Freshman, 
Computer Science 
----,,--- ---,,----
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Hockey season. again 
Okay, so I am going to write about 
sports again this week. I have not writ-
, ten about them in a while, but I feel it 
is time to. Why? Hockey season has 
started and I am loving every second. 
The Blues are off to a hot start, cur-
rently in first place in the Central 
Division. I have high hopes for this 
team this year. The Blues are finally 
healthy and their top players are play-
ing as they should. Pavol Demitra is 
on pace for over 90 points, Doug 
Weight is averaging 
more than a point a 
game, Keith Tkachuk is 
on pace for 50 goals and 
Chris Pronger is back to 
his usual ,dominant self, 
Yzern1an is back again for one more 
go-round. Yzerman is the longest serv-
ing captain in league history and has • 
been with the Redwings for all 21 of 
his ye<LrS in the NHL, Yzelman is back 
after major smgelY and at this point, 
has 19 points in 22 games. At this rate, 
Yzerman will become only the sev-
enth player to eclipse the 1,700-point 
mark in league history. Only Wayne • 
Gretzky, lYIark Messier, Gordie Howe, 
Marcel Dion.ne, Ron Francis and 
Mario Lemieux have 
more points than 
Yzem1an. 
·The Colorado 'Ii 
Avalanche score.d a free 
agent coup when . they 
lande.d superstar wingers 
Paul Kariya and Teemu 
Selanne for the bargain 
price of $8 million 
between the two of ., 
them. At this point, 
What is even more 
exciting. than all that is 
the play of goalie Chris 
Osgood. With a goals 
against average under 
2.00 and two shutouts 
already in [he bag, 
Osgood is playing like a 
man with something to 
prove. Osgood blingS a 
confident swagger to 
,JAS·O,N GRANG ,ER however, Selanne is not 
Editor-i n-Chief scoring very much and Kariya is injured. In 
fact, Steve 
the Blues ' goal crease that they have 
not had since Curtis Joseph's heyday. 
But there is more to look forward to 
this year in the NHL than the play of 
the Blues. Let us look at them now. 
·Brett Hull of the Detroit Redwings 
is well on his way to moving past 
Marcel Dionne on the all-time goal-
scoring list. Dion.ne is third in league 
history, Hull is fourth. Hull possesses 
the best one-tin1er in league history 
and uses his intelligence to slip past 
defenders. The Blues should never 
have let him get away. 
-The~t1anta Thrashers are trying to 
overcome the devastating loss of two 
players, one to severe injury and one 
killed, both in the .smne car accident. 
Wmger Dan Snyder ,vas killed when 
the Fen-ari driven by Danny Heatley 
plowed into a gate in an Atlan ta neigh-
borhood. Heatley is still trying to 
recover from selious injuries to his 
jaw, knee and spleen. The Thrashers 
are playing the type of inspired hock-
ey that the baseball Cardinals dis-
I played when pitcher Dmryl Kile· died. 
-Detroit Redwings captain Steve 
Konawalchuk, whom the Avalanche 
acquired via · trade from the ~ 
Washington Capitals, is playing better 
than both of them, and both Kariya 
and SelmU1e have about 300 more 
goals in their careers than 
Konawa1chuk. 
·AI MacInnis of the St Louis Blues 
may be facing retirement after yet 'it 
another round of eye surgeries. 
MacInnis, a surefire hall-of-famer 
when he retires, first injured his eye 
three years ago in a freak accident 
when a stick hit his eyeball. He bas 
well over 1,200 points in his career, 
one of six defensemen in league histo- " 
ry to eclipse the l,OOO-point mm'k. His 
slaps hot is widely considered to be the 
best in league histOlY, having been 
clocked well over 100 miles per hour 
many times, 
·Players to watch this season: TIya ; 
Kovakhuk. Atlanta Thrashers~ Joe 
Sakic, . Colorado Avalanche; Pavol 
Demitra, St. Louis Blues; Sergei 
Federov, Anaheim Mighty Ducks ; 
Todd Beltuz:zi, Vancouver Canucks; 
Martin Brodeuer, New Jersey Devils; 
Saku Koivu Montreal Canadiens. 
Holiday thanks and giving 
I am feeling a little Hshanled tcxiay. 
In fact this odious sentiment has been 
lurking at the periphery of my con-
sciousness for about a week. I blame it 
on all that is right in my 
life. 
Though I pass most 
vice, I have been conspicuously absent 
from any recent volunteer efforts. ~ 
Hence, my post-holiday guilt. 
Of course. I ha-:e a hectic schedule, 
and plenty of excuses, 
but so do most people. 
Tf the majority of volun-
teers based their level of 
involvement on those ,~ 
factors, well, it is a terri-
ble thought. So, with 
the year waning, I 
found myself looking 
for a redeeming activi-
ty. 
New to the area, I IIj 
took the most expedient 
route--the. Internet. I 
! Thanksgivings in the 
usual parade and foot-
ball watching, turkey-
gorging and family-
frenzied American way 
(this most recent no 
exception), I do have 
one personal, albeit 
comtnon, ritual as well. 
Each year, I make a 
thorough accounting 
of all that I am thankful 
for. 
NICHOLE LECLAIR was instantly over-
whelmed, of course. 
I realize that it 
would be more benefi-
Managing Editor Between now and the 
end of this year alone, 
cial, and in the spirit of the holiday, to 
share this infonnation, but I admit that I 
am a coward. I utterly dread inspiring 
tbe revival of the pre-dinner 
Thanksgiving declarations of "wbat we 
are all thankful for". Grown woman 
that I am, I still squirm during such con-
versations with my pm·ents. Alone, I 
can readily recount a hundred things-
add family and a bird cm'cass and I sud-
denly go blank: and want to crawl under 
the table. So, if you do not mind, I will 
thank: you to keep this conversation · 
between us .. " 
I do have an extensive list of bless- . 
ings, however, and due to my family 
and experience, a pronounced recogni-
tion that I am luckier than most. 
Accordingly, I realize that I have a 
responsibility that I have been neglect-
ing. 
Though my family has a histolY of, 
and strong belief in, commuillty ser-
Kelly Brown 
Senior, 
Psychology 
----,,---
there is an incredible need for volun- t 
teers for a variety of tasks and organi-
zations-both secular and religious. I 
would like to encourage anyone feeling 
sirnilm-]y deficient in community 
involvement to look into these. Though 
there are many · options for fmding a 
way to contribute, one of the best -orga- _ 
nized lists that I found was through the 'J 
United Way. You can access and down-
load a list of their opportunities by 
going to: www,stJ.uilltedway.org. After 
all, I know how busy you are. 
What better time to make a commit-
ment then when we 'are all most aware 
. of what we are thankful for, and what .. 
better time to make a difference for 
those whose lists are not quite as exten-
sive as our own. 
I wisb you all a safe and happy hol-
iday season, and may you give and 
receive the most important gifts, . those 
that cannot be wrapped. ~ 
Garren Denison 
Freshman, 
Anthropology 
---,,----
Witb, w~atknow\­
edg~/abi\ity do yoU 
wish to be endowed,? • 
I wish I knew how to play the 
guitar! I think It's a really cool 
instrument. 
I wish I had the ability to read 
women! 
To drive! If I could instantly . 
learn how to drive properly, that 
would be excellent. 
I wish I could work on cars. I 
really love cars but just don't 
know how to work on 'em. 
----,,---- ----"-~--
" " 
.. 
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Does your head hurl? 
BY C ATHERINE M ARQUIS-
H OMEYE R 
Science Columnist 
Pain is actually all in your bead. 
This apparently dismissive statement 
does not mean that pain is not real, but 
that the perception of pain is really 
located in yow: brain. But the flip 
remark underscores tlle difference that 
people think exists between psycho-
logically painful experiences and a cut 
on the arm. 
Stimulation of pain receptors in 
your skin, by a stimulus like a knife 
cutting through skin, sends a nerve 
impulse to your brain that your brain 
interprets as a painful cut on the arm. 
You do not have the same kind of pain 
receptors and pathway for the emo-
tional hurts we all experience. Yet 
everyone knows from experience that 
the pain of emotions is every bit as 
painful. An emotional blow can feel 
very much like a blow to the stomach. 
A recent study indicates that this 
may be more than a metaphor. The 
study confirms what we already knew, 
namely that rejection burts. This kind 
of social pain is among the first every 
kid encounters, the first time you are 
left out or teased in grade school. The 
researcherS' study · indicates that the 
psychological pain is just as real as any 
other injury-inflicted pain. 
A report in the journal "Science" 
last month covers the really painful 
aspects of rejection. Researchers at 
University of California at Los 
Angeles found that emotional hurts 
like rejection stimulate the same areas 
of the brain as a physical blow. The 
experimentmeasw:ed blood flow to the 
brain with an MRI technique while the 
subjects played a computer game. In 
the experimental scenario, the subject 
was told to playa game with two other 
UDseen people (actually the computer). 
But the computer's two opponents 
excluded the subject from active play, 
which was designed to create a feeling 
of rejection in the subject. 
The researchers found that blood 
flow was increased to an area of the 
brain that bad previously been associ-
ated with physical pain, just as would 
be the case for physical pain. Tbey also 
found that blood flow increased to a 
portion of the prefrontal cortex, an area 
of higher reasoning, which they inter-
preted as the subject's attempts to 
dampen down feelings of rejection. 
Tbe researchers speculated that the 
overlap in pain response might be 
linked to the adaptive nature of human 
interactions. Pain acts as a signal to the 
body of a problem. A similar rfaction 
to social rejection also signals a prob-
lem, since being patt of a group is asso-
ciated with greater chance of survival. 
The recognition of the similar neu-
rological nature of emotional pain may 
lead to a greater understanding of the 
significance of this more intangible 
pain. It may also lead to greater insight 
into addictive behaviors, which are 
recognized as often being attempts to 
self-medicate. Seeing the brain con-
nection between the two kinds of pain 
might lead to new approaches to han-
dling emotional hurts. One of the areas 
that might be directly influenced by 
this finding is that of school approach-
es to bullying and other classroom 
social conflicts. Seeing this pain as just 
as real as physical blows might spur a 
stronger effort to intervene in emotion-
al injury. 
ASUM member clarifies quote 
Tbe Associated Students of the 
University of Missouri was honored 
to host State Representative Ivlatt 
Muckler at a recent Lunch with. a 
Legislator program. 
A story that reported on th.e event 
contained some information that was 
either interpreted incorrectly or taken 
out of context. ASUM is proud to 
have hosted Representative Muckler, 
and is even more proud to work with 
him every day in the Missouri 
Capitol. 
Though last session was his first in 
Jefferson City, Representative 
Muckier quickly proved himself to be 
a tireless advocate for higher educa-
tion and the University of Missouri-
St. Louis. He supported UMSL in the 
appropriations process, and worked 
with students one-on-one on issues to 
make our lives better. It has truly 
bee.n a privilege to work with 
Representative MuckIer. 
Had Representative Muckler real-
ly "cared less about UMSL and the 
students," as was reported in The 
CmTent, he would have never come 
to our lunch in the first place. We 
consider Representative Muckler a 
friend, and hope to continue working 
with him in the coming years. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Marsh 
ASI..lM member 
What do the readers think: 
Results from the weekly web poll: 
What is your medicine of choice for cold and 
flu season? 
Nyquil 
Robitussin 
Tylenol (old and Flu 
'AdvilCold and Flu 
.. 
43% (12 votes) 
11 % (3 votes) 
25% (7votes) 
14% (4 votes) 
Vicks Vapo- Rub -!!!!!!!!!I!!---!!!!!!!!I!!~." 4% (1 vote) 
Theraflu ---------....... 4% (1 vote) 
ResuTfS' via w ww_ lhecurrentonline.com 
*www.thecurrentoniine.com does not limit votes per 
person and the poll is not a scientific sampling, 
The best album that 
you've never heard 
This week: Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
''Christmas Eve and Other Stories" 
BY .JASON G RANGER 
haitor-in-Chief 
This week, I am going to kind of 
switch things up Ordinarily, I choose a 
CD and focus on a few songs to tell 
you all about. This week, I am going to 
look at CD of such scope and magni-
tude that I Ca.tlllot single anything out, 
but rather I will use songs as examples 
of the overall message of the album. 
That album is Trans-Siberi an 
Orchestra's "'Christmas Eve and Other 
Stories." 
First of all, I have fa say that !hi is 
probably the most moving piece of 
music I have ever heard. I have not 
cried in about 10 or 15 years, but at 
times, I almo t felt I could cry. 
You at'e going to need to get a better 
background on thi story of redemp-
tion and homecoming. What this 
album is is a rock opera. in the fine tra-
dition of Th Who' ''Tommy'' and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's "J .. u Christ 
Superstar." Like both those rock 
operas, this album tells a story. It is the 
story of a young a.tlgel who is sum-
moned by God. God then tells the 
angel to "Go down to the eatth atld 
bring back to me the one thing that best 
represents everything good that has 
been done in the name of this day." 
The angel sets forth on his task, 
looking for something that represents 
the love and peace, the good will of 
Ouistmas Eve and Christmas Day. He 
travels the earth looking for what will 
satisfy his quest. At one point, he holds 
in his hands the song of a peasant in 
Sarajevo. (It is here where "Olristmas 
Eve/Sarajevo 12/24" plays .. . very 
moving song.) But the atlgel decide 
that this is not what he is looking 
for . . .it just did not feel light. It was not 
the answer to his quest So he flew on, 
where he happens upon a prayer of a 
man who has not seen nor hea.t·d from 
his daughter in a long time, and wishes 
she was home for Olristma . The angel 
follows the prayer to the man's daugh-
ter who is standing under a street light 
in New York City, wishing upon a neon 
sign that she could get home. 
At this point in the CD, "Old City 
Bar" plays, and this is one of the most 
moving tracks I have ever heard. An 
acou tic ballad-like IUne. this song 
relates the part of the tory where the 
Mgel goes looking for orne goodness. 
some compassion in the human race. 
So he takes on the form of a little boy 
atld goes inside an old bar. Before the 
bartender can speak, he asks if the 
patrons lmew there was a lost girl out-
side his window. The bartender looks 
outside and asks the boys, "Not that I 
care, but how do you know the girl is 
lost?" and the boy says, "If one could 
be home, they'd be already there." So 
the bartender goes back 
around the bar atJd 
empties the cash regis-
ter and goes outside 
with the boy to talk to 
the girl. After a couple 
of minutes, he whistles 
for a cab and says 
"J.F.K. airpOlt." Then 
the girl drives away in 
the cab on her way back 
home, due to the love 
and compassion in the 
battender's heart. 
It is here that the 
angel decides he has 
found what he wants to 
bring back to God. On 
his aip back to beaven, 
he overhears the father 
waiting for his daughter 
and here we are privi-
leged beyond words to 
hear "This Chrisanas 
Day." 
Beyond a shadow of 
a doubt, this is the most 
powerful piece of music 
I have ever heat·d. 
Blending heavy electric 
guitars and an orcheslm, 
the words in tllis are as 
powerful as any written 
in history. This pm of 
the story is related by 
the father waiting to greet his daughter 
with "the ornament, the perfect tree 
at1d a suing of lights" because " he' s 
coming home this Christmas day." 
The fath r's emotion is oh-so-
apparent in this song. "So, te 11 me 
Christmas/Are we wiselIo believe i.n 
things we never see/An! prayers ju;.t 
wishes in disguise/And are these wish-
es being granted m or now 1 seelThe 
answeringfTo every prayer I've 
prayed/She' coming home thi 
Cluistmas Day." 
Of all the albums I have covered thi~ 
semester, I would say that this one is by 
far the "must have" of all of them It 
encompasses all we hope is good about 
humanity atld Chti stmas Eve and 
Cluistmas Day. Do yourselves a favor, 
make this be your OWD holiday trear. 
your life will be all the better for it. 
Budget cuts 
Qa~-- + 
Something o:n your mind? 
\tYrite a letter to the editor. 
Se:nd it to currerlt@jinx.usml.edu 
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:Holidays 
are prime 
time for 
• se.rvtce 
BY MELISSA MCCRARY 
Features Associate 
As the holidays approach, stu-
dents are looking forward to the 
end of the semester and a holiday 
fllled with relaxation and fun. For 
some people, this time of year is 
not always filled with merriness. 
Many non-profit organizations and 
charity groups gather community 
donations to put some cheer into 
the season for those in need. 
TIlfoughout this winter season, 
many grocery stores, churches, 
companies, radio and television 
stations in St. Louis are volunteer-
ing their time by holding toy dri-
ves, food collections and money 
donations. 
Local news station KSDK., 
Charmel 5 has supported a few 
organizations such as United Way, 
Habitat for Humanity and the 
Salvation Army's Tree of Lights. 
The Tree of Lights campaign 
has been in existence for the last 56 
years, and has reached out to thou-
sands of families in need. 
-- - ---- ---_. --- - -
see SERVICE, page 7 
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'Banquet' opens eyes to global hunger 
BY GARY SOHN 
---StaffU?riler 
As a part of the armual Hunger 
Awareness Week, UM-St Louis, with 
the help of Oxfam, held a hunger ban-
quet. The event revealed the unfair dis-
tribution of food around the globe. The 
banquet began at noon on Nov. 20, in 
Centwy Room A and B of the 
Millennium Student Center. Mo Dunn, 
treasurer of the Catholic Newman 
Center, was the key speaker. 
Dunn opened the event by saying 
that the purpose of the hunger banquet 
was to educate students about world 
hunger as well as what can be done to 
help those who are affected by the 
problem. 
''We are here today because 1.2 bil-
lion people, about one-fifth of the pop--
ulation, live in povelty," Dunn said. 
''Eight hundred and forty million of 
these people suffer from chronic 
hunger .. . every 2.9 seconds, a child 
dies from hunger and other preventable 
causes. That's 30,000 children a day." 
Despite the large number of starv-
ing people around the globe, hunger is 
not due to lack of food, according to 
Dunn. 'You may think hunger is about 
too many people aJJil too little food. 
Not true .. .it is about power. The roots 
of hunger lie in inequalities in access to 
education and resources." 
Baskets with color-coded stickers 
were passed out to each of the 40 peo-
ple who attended. Every sticker was 
one of three colors that represented a 
class in society. The white sticker rep-
resented the high-income class, or 15 
percent of the world's population, 
orange stickers represented the middle-
income class, or 30 percent of the 
world's population, and the green stick-
er represented the low-mcome class; or 
55 percent of the world's population. 
Dunn went on to explain the three 
different income classes. The high-
income group has a per capita income 
of $9,266 or more. They consume 70 
percent of all the grain grO\VD. in the 
world, have access to the best health 
care, their children are destined to go to 
school, and they have access to credit 
The middle-income group eams 
between $756 and $9,265 a year. They 
live on the edge where, if there is a 
drought or serious illness, they risk 
being thrown into poverty. The low-
income group eams less than $755 a 
year, which amounts to about two dol-
lars a day. Most of these people come 
from poor countries, such as Ethiopia, 
Bangladesh, Haiti or Cambodia. 
Each class was separated and given 
different treatment. The high-income 
class group was seated and served at a 
table set with candles, silverwear and 
wine glasses. They were given a nutri-
tious meal that included a salad, mixed 
vegetables, potatoes, chicken, beef or 
salmon, and desser1. The rniddle-
income class served themselves beans 
and lice at a buffet table. The low-
income group were told to sit on the 
floor and were given plain rice on card-
board plates with no utensils. They 
were also given watered down iced tea, 
whichsirnulated dirty water. Those 
who filled their plastic cups with too 
much ''water'' were told they · were 
Mike Sherwinl The CUlTelli 
Jenny Gordon, senior,art history, is served a small helping of rice by Deni Kiehl, coordinator of stu-
dent activities, during the Oxfam international hunger banquet held Nov. 2 0 in the Century Rooms of (~ 
the MSC. The hunger banquet divided participants at random into three groups representing dis-
parate strata of socio-economic status. 
"being greedy" and received a half por-
tion of rice. 
Biography cards were scattered out 
in each of the three groups' areas, and 
pruticipants were encouraged to read 
them while eating. A participant with a 
green sticker, a low-income group, read 
examples of real people who currently 
live in pOVelty. One card in the lower-
income group gave an example of a 
Vietnamese woman who stmggles to 
feed and educate her children because 
she makes less than two hundred dol-
lars a yeru' ruld needs her children to 
help out at home Ulstead of going to 
school. 
Patticipants were also asked to view 
a slide show of Vat'ious people who 
were helped by Oxfam. FollowUlg the 
slide show, Dunn asked everyone to 
join her in a moment of silence to 
reflect on their experience. She asked 
patticiprults to share their experience ~ 
on how they felt being in their income 
level. 
see HUNGER BANQUET, page 7 
• HOMECOMING • 
HOOPlA 
With a day of games, a bonfire, and a 
basketball game, UMSL began the 
three-month kickoff to Homecoming 
ABOVE: 
Adam 
Schwadron, 
senior, political 
science, enjoys a 
light moment 
with Laura 
Marsh at a bon-
fire pep rally 
behind the Mark 
Twain Building 
on Monday night. 
RIGHT: 
The Rivermen's 
Tim Blankenship, 
senior guard, 
drives downfield 
past a fallen 
Lindenwood 
player during 
Nov. 24's game. 
The game was 
part of the 
three-month 
kickoff for 
Homecoming. 
The Rivermen 
won the match 
72-70. 
BY ANGELA ASHLEY 
Staff Write7' 
Though the UM -St. Louis 
Homecom ing celebration r still 
months away, students ha e begun to 
show school ' pirit n w. On M onday, 
No . 24. the Three Month Kickoff 
event geared students up to support 
basketball eason and look forward 
to Homecoming. 
'The actual date of homecoming 
is Feb. 27 , and it will be held at the 
Westpolt Sheridan," aid Ivlartha 
DeBullf, junior, marketing, and co-
chair of the Homecoming commit-
tee. 
To encourage students to increase 
their school spirit, the committee 
hosted the tllfee-month kickoff, first 
of several events th at will precede 
Homecoming. The Homecoming 
theme is "Back To the Future" in 
honor of the school's 40th anniver-
sary, and each mOllth a different 
decade will be celebrated. ovember 
was the 1960s, and The Nosh was 
decorated with happy face balloons, 
polka-dotted poste.rs, four different 
kinds of buttons ly ing on the table 
and a televi ion showing era shows 
such as ''The M Ull ter ,. and "I 
Dream of Jeannie," 
"December w ill be the 19705. and 
we wi ll be ho ting an event before 
final s. with the help of Horizons peer 
educators," said DeBuhr. "Januaty 
will be the 1980 ; February will be 
the '90-. and the actual dance wil l 
bring us back to the pre ent day," 
The three month kickoff began at 
11 a.m.. with games outside the 
M illennium Student Center. 
Activities incl uded tug-of-war. 
wheelbarrow and three-legged races , 
w ith prizes such a T- hi rts nnd gift 
certificates to Gold's Gym and The 
Tan Company awarded to winners. 
At noon. members of tlle commit-
tee and pat'ticipating tudents moved 
into the Pilot House for quick games 
of Frisbee. washers and hoola-hoop-
ing. At J 2:30 p.m. , the UM- t . Louis 
cheerleading squad put on a perfor-
mance. and at 1 p.m. the j azz choir 
petformed several songs. 
Later on in the day, there wa a 
bonfire b hind the Mark Tw ain 
Building. Attending students were 
treated to free hot chocolate and 
grilled hot d gs. Red and gold beads 
were also passed out to increase 
school spiri t. At 7:45 p.m .. the stu-
dents moved inside for the men 's 
basketbal l game, which was te!e-
vised as well as broadcast on the *' 
radio. The cheerleaders performed 
again. along with the Flames dance 
teanl . Members of the cheerleading 
squad and the Homecoming 
Committee threw T-shirts and key 
rings to the crowd. At 9:45 p.m., 
Golden Greeks, a local bar that sup-
ports UM-St. Lows, hosted a dart-
throwing conte·st. 
For Homecoming Committee. co-
chair Emily Fishman, junior, com-
munication , there are good and bad 
a pects of being Il1 charge of 
Homecoming events. "The hardest ~ 
task is coming up with events that 
will include all the students. The best 
patt i that you get to plan an event 
for everyone on campus, and they 
will all see your work," she said. 
DeBulu' said that the committee 
was happy with the size of the 
crowds for the three-month kickoff 
events, and that they look forwat'd to 
seeing more students show school 
spirit for upcoming acti vities . 
Access to success with support services 
BY GARY SOHN 
Staff Wn'ter 
Getting through college and obtain-
ing a degree can be quite a challenge for 
most students. e,specially those with a 
disability. UM-St. Louis offers assis-
tance to" some 800 student~ on campus 
who are disabled by offering a vatiety 
of help through Disability Access 
Services. 
Student Support Services, a subset 
of Disability Access Services, is a ser-
vice that, "provides access to success," 
says Scott Armstead, a coordinator for 
Student Support Services. 
Disability Access Services provides 
students who have disabilities with 
accommodations such as modified fur-
niture, more time for tests atld altered 
formats for texts, such as tape. brail ruld 
CD or e-text. Even though students 
with disabilities have these provisions, 
access to them is limited "Disability 
Access Services provide what is 
required by law, says Armstead, "but 
Student Support Services offers support 
to 125 students beyond the law." 
These 125 people, who must be reg-
Student Support Services helps close to 800 disabled students 
istered with Disability Access Services, 
are given support through communica-
tion with cOlmselors, regulru' meetings, 
help with their school schedules and 
tutor assistance. 
"Disability Access Services give 
aq;ommodations to those who need it," 
says Atmstead. "The whole idea is to 
level the playing field, not to give an 
advantage to anyone, like someone who 
has delayed processing skills and needs 
more time to take a test. It gives equal 
acce,ss to those who need it." 
In order to be registered as one of the 
125 people who receive this service, a 
person must first be registered 'With 
Student Disability Access. He or she 
must also be admitted to the University 
and enrolled in at least six credit hours 
during the fall and winter semesters. To 
utilize this service, students also must 
be pursing their first bachelor's degree. 
Student Support Services only helps 
those pursUlg a bachelor's degree, not 
graduate students. At the time of appli-
cation to the program, students who 
have college credit must have a mini" 
mum GPA of 1.70 (up to 55 credits) or 
1.85 (56 credits and beyond). according 
to Student SUPPOlt Services criteria 
After a student qualifies for help by 
Student Support Services, he or she 
gains access to il, resources. Rachel 
Sonmlerer, assistant director of Student 
Support Services, says that all services 
are up to the user. 
''We ask how we can benefit you, 
how can we help yO\]. V.lhat they utilize 
is up to their choice.-· said Sommerer. 
''We have workshops to help them, a 
computer lab located at 144 MSC, 
tutors that offer help in a variety of sub-
jects, and we offer advice. I'm acting as 
a mentor for these students who come 
in for help." 
Even though the grant that makes 
Student Support Services possible can 
only provide for one hundred and twen-
ty-five students, the program still has 
problems getting that many to sign up. 
"The grant was originally written for 
one hWldred and fifty students, but we 
couldn't get that many," said Armstead. 
"They were not corning or responding. 
We then, after the first year, droppeD the 
number .iown to a hundred and twenty-
tlve so that we could reach our missi n. 
If we don't reach our number, we could 
lose om grant" 
"1 have been here since fall of ' 97 
and we never had a wait list," says 
SonlfDerer. 
Students who participate in Student 
Support Services maintain confidential-
ity. Students who register with 
Disability Access Service,s mllst identi-
fy themselves to instlUctors. however, 
in order to receive services. To anyone 
worrying about privacy, "Student 
Support Services doesn't have to tell 
anyone that you are in this program. 
Friends don't have to knOw. Even stu-
dents with other disabilities don' t have 
to know:' said SOIlliTlerer. 
Student Career Services is always 
looking for tutors. Some areas that they 
look for are in upper-level accounting. 
math (calculus and above), statistics 
and economics (macro or micro). In 
order to be a tutor, a student must be at 
least a junior with sixty credits or more, 
maintain a 3.0 GPA or above and a 3.0 '1 
GPA in the area that they are tutoring in. 
The benefits, says Sommerer, include 
making $10 per hom, gaining a friend-
ship, having a good job experience and 
building a resume. 
''{ have acted as a reference for some 
tutors. I was their only resource as a 
boss. a working rdcrcnce," she said_ » 
Sommerer also says that the hours 
at'e f1exiblc and schedules are set by stu-
dent tutors. Those who apply may not 
be contacted light away, though 
SOlllfDerer &'l.ys not to wony. 
"I get atl application; I keep it OIl file 
and use it .if a request comes up for a r.. 
celtain subject. I hold on to an applica-
tion for at least one semester," she 
explained. 
Not everyone in this program is suc-
cessful. Some of the students in this 
progn1l11 drop out either because they 
felt it was not for them or because they 
did not receive enough financial aid. ~ 
Student SUPPOlt Services encourages 
anyone with a disability to contact them 
at room 144 in the MSC. 
• 
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Heather Bliss 
(at left), a 
masseuse 
from 
Missouri 
College, 
gives Shanna 
Carpenter a 
massage 
during Spa 
Day in the 
Pilot House 
on Nov. 17. 
Spa Day brings gives much-
needed late-semester break 
BY CARRIE LEWIS 
Staff \Vriter 
In the midst of hectic plans for 
the holidays and preparation for 
finals, UM-St.Louis students 
enjoyed a well-deserved break 
inside the Pilot House at the 
University Program Board's Spa 
Day. Men and women were treated 
to a bit of pampering in between 
classes on Monday, Nov. 17. 
"1 came in because I was stressed 
and needed a break," Crystal 
McZeal, junior, business, explained. 
Six massage therapists from A 
Back Rub Company and Missouri 
College gave free chair massages on 
the stage of the Pilot House. The 
lights of the stage were dimmed so 
that students could enjoy the fifteen 
minutes of relaxation. 
Two nail technicians from Make 
Me Pretty Salon in Peoria, I1J. also 
gave manicures. 
Visitors were welcomed with gift 
bags filled with bath salts, bath 
fizzies, pumice scrubs and other 
accessories. Although spaces for the 
manicures filled up fast, massages 
were available throughout the event. 
While they waited for their 
names to be called. yisitors read 
informational pamphlets provided 
by Counseling Services about stress. 
These included tips for dealing with 
holiday strel S and a stress-anger 
nomer handout. entiUed, 
"Things We Can Learn From a 
Dog," suggested that, ''When loved 
ones come home, always run to 
greet them," and "be loyal." 
UM-St. Louis's Health Services 
also had a table set up where visitors 
could get a free blood pressure read-
ing. A representative from Health 
Services also answered any health-
related questions. 
Next to the stage, a Mary Kay 
representative offered a demonstra-
tion, and had discounted products 
on display. The demonstration 
allowed students to sample a five-
minute, four-step system that exfoli-
ated and moisturized skin. 
"My hands feel really soft," 
McZeal said, upon completing the 
process. 
Sarah Clark, who works as a 
graduate assistant with Student Life, 
has been a part of Spa Day for the 
past few semesters. "We usually do 
this around finals time because it's a 
good stress reliever," Clark said. 
Although Spa Day only lasted a 
couple of hours, students took full 
advantage of a quick stress reliever 
during their busy schedules. 
For more infoffilation on how to 
beat stress, visit the Counseling 
Services office at 126 MSC or call 
516-5711. 
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Nichole Fincham, of Make Me Pretty Salon in Peoria, w orks on 
the nails of Dave Ponciroli, junior, anthropology, during Spa Day 
on Nov. 17 in the Pilot House. 
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Sara Littrell, who ate in the low-
income group, said that she attended 
the banquet because she wanted to be 
more educated on this issue. "This is 
not something that I expected when 
first told about it. Eating on the floor, 
I didn' t realize that the portions of 
food were so small. i didn' t eat any-
thing for lunch; there is no way that 
this amount of food could be filling to 
anyone." 
'This Hunger Banquet is a 
metaphor for how food and other 
resources are unequally distributed in 
the world," said Dunn. "The one thing 
that I would like you to remember is 
this: Everyone on earth has the same 
basic needs. It is only our circum-
stances, where we live and the culture 
we ar'e born into, that differ. Each per-
son's place is randomly determined" 
Dunn concluded the banquet by 
reminding pariicipants that "there are 
a few who get a lot, and that most get 
velY little." But, she said, there are 
ways to battle against global hunger 
and poverty. Some of the ways 
include holding a hunger banquet, 
helping fundraising for agencies who 
help in improving poor people's lives, 
buying from socially responsible 
companies who use the Fair Trade 
label on their products and joining 
Oxfam's e-community to receive invi-
tations to take action on critical global 
S E RVICE , from page 6 
There are two ways for people to 
donate to the Salvation Army. A person 
can mail a donation to The Salvation 
Army, 1130 Hampton Avenue, St. 
Louis, MO 63139 or can give an online 
donation at www.stl-
salvationarmy.org. 
No matter the amount that a person 
donates, every effort counts. The 
money received goes towar'd providing 
shelter for the homeless, food celtifi-
cates, utilities and toys for children. 
Many students cannot afford to 
donate money, but volunteering their 
own time can make just as big of an 
impact. 
"People can patticipate in commu-
nity service with the Salvation Army 
by becoming a bell ringer at local stores 
or by helping children with toy tov·I11." 
Salvation Atmy Volunteer Coordinator 
Jan Perry said. 
The Salvation Army i also coordi-
nating another upcoming event on 
December 6. called the Cans Film 
Festival at Wehrenberg 111eaters. Those 
who bring three canned-good items to a 
Matinee movie receive free arlmi. sion. 
Anoth r winter event is sponsored 
by the nited States Marine Corps 
R rYe. and i known as Toy for Tots. 
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Students representing the lowest economic group (and the 
largest) were given seats on the floor and a meager meal of rice 
and water during the Hunger Banquet Nov. 20, which was held by 
the Catholic Newman Center and Interfaith Campus Ministries. 
issues. This can be done at 
www.oxfarninternational.org. 
Oxfarn is a confederation of 12 
organizations that educate people 
about world hunger in more than a 
hundred countries. The hunger ban-
quet is just one part of the organiza-
tion's 30 year's of raising awareness 
and pouring millions of dollars into 
supporting anti-poverty. Oxfarn sup-
ports 50 projects in 30 countries. One 
of the organization's IDlSSlOns 
includes educating the American pub-
lic about hunger and povelty through 
This event's purpose is to collect 
unwrapped toys to help less fortunate 
children enjoy the holidays more. 
Large toy boxes have been placed at 
over 20 locations around St. Louis. The 
toy drives will take place from Nov. 17 
until Dec. 22. Some of the places where 
toys can be dropped off include 
Custom Cellulat·, Fed Ex, State Farm 
Insurance, Edward Jones, Texas 
Roadhouse, Anheuser Busch, 
Westfield Shoppingtown Northwest 
and Westfield Shoppingtown Mid 
Rivers. 
Local area businesses are not the 
only groups patticipating in charities. 
Some UM-St. Louis organizations are 
giving back to the community a, well . 
The Office of Student Life is spon-
soring a holiday basket collection for 
the Women's Safe House. The 
Women's Safe House is a shelter for 
abused and abandoned women and 
children in the Greater St. Louis area 
Donation will be collected until the 
first week of December. 
"Some of the items needed are per-
sonal care items, clothing, shoes, 
books. can goods. photo albums. color-
ing books. diapers and other things that 
could help make theirJiv easier," said 
nsored by Student Life, 
events such as the Hunger Banquet. 
The Oxfam Banquet was co-spon-
sored by several organizations on 
campus, including Interfaith Campus 
Ministries , the Catholic Newman 
Center, the Office of Student Life, 
University Program Board, Student 
Government Association, Pierre 
Laclede Honors College Student 
Association, Amnesty International, 
Pre-Med Society, Alpha Phi Omega, 
Golden Key International Honour 
Society, Student Social Work 
Association and College Republicans. 
Allyson Wilson, coordinator for stu-
dent services. 
Departments and other services 
around campus are also holding dona-
tion drives. 
"Each year Health Services sup-
ports Student Life's holiday fest basket 
event," University Health Services 
office supervisor Deborah Carey said. 
"We usually fill a laundry basket or 
a trash can with things that are really 
needed, including a gift celtificate for a 
grocelY store, so that they can buy a 
holiday meal." 
The Giving Tree located in The 
Nosh of the Millennium Student 
Center is also a drive being held by 
Student Life. This is the nineteenth 
year that the Giving Tree has taken 
place in conjunction with the Holiday 
Fest. This Christmas tree gives stu-
dents, faculty and staff a chance to 
donate a gift to the needy. 
With the cold winter months on 
their way, there are many ways that 
people can give and try to make anoth-
er person 's holiday more meaningful. 
Helping Catl be as simple as sparing 
some time or energy for a volunteer 
worker, collecting toys or ringing a bell 
in front of a grocery store. 
Prizrn, UPB, ABC, H ealth ServiCes, 
Bar .es College B I"Ick StudQnt Nurses A ssoc!<!!t!(>!'! 
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Even Stevens 
Men's basketball battles to 2·2 record Athletes pulling BY G RETCHEN M OORE 
Sports Editor 
said. 
St. Mary's brought a large crowd 
all the way from San Antonio to cheer 
on the Rattlers. However, the St. 
The UM-St. Louis men 's basket- Mary's fans got nervous as UM-St. 
ball team stands wi th a 2-2 record Louis jumped out to the quick lead to 
after a week filled with tough games. open the game, scoring the first eight 
They faced St. Louis Christian points. Six of those eight points came 
College for their home opener. The on back-to--back three-pointers by 
Rivermen then squared up with St. Ronnie Banks and Kevin Nordmann. 
Mary's of Texas and Lindenwood. St. \lfa..-y's then fought their way 
St. Louis Christian College strug- back with a 7-1 run and eventually 
gled throughout tire game with the tied the gan1e at 19-19 with seven 
loss of some strong players due to minutes remaining. The Rivennen 
injuries. The Rivermen took advan- tumed up the defense, allowing just 
tage of their loss by taking an early one more field goal by the Rattlers in 
lead, scoring the first 12 points of the the rest of the half and went into the 
game in the opening two and a half locker room, leading 28-25 at half-
minutes. time after a buzzer beating lay-up by 
UM-St. Louis increased the lead to Ike Attab. 
27 points with six minutes remaining The opening of the second half 
in the half and then r------~~---......-----, was all 
closed the half with Rattlers, as S1. 
a 17-3 run and led Mary's took 
59-23 at the break. control of the 
The second half game with a 
was more of the 28-4 run to 
same, in smaller open the sec-
doses, as the ond half. UM-
, R i v e r men St. Louis 
outs 'ored SLCC scored just 
! 49-12 in the second two field goals 
half, shooting 75 in the opening 
percent in the sec- nine minutes 
and half. and buried 
In the process, themselves in 
UM-St. Louis set a hole, but the 
two school records team refused 
in the game. The to give up and 
Rivermen shot 68.9 UMSL basketball coach made a nm 
percent (42-for-61) Chiis Pilz later in the 
from the fie ld and half. 
hit 14-of-24 (.583) from three-point 
range. They al 0 set a record for 
largest margin of victory with a 73-
point win. 
The Rivermen dished out 32 total 
assists in the game, which tied for the 
second high st total in a game in 
school history, and also had 22 total 
steals, just one shy f the school 
record for most in a game. The 108 
point - was the 57th time in school 
history that the team reached the 100-
point mark. and the ftrs t time since 
the 1997-98 s ason. 
Coach Filz reflected on his team 's 
opening performance. "It was a good 
win for us. It was a relaxed game that 
we played with a lot of confidence . 
Unfortunately they had a few players 
injured, but ometimes you just need 
a win like that to boo t moral." 
UM-St. Louis was led by Ronnie 
Banks and Kevin ordmann with 19 
points each. Jonathan Griffin added 
17 points, six rebounds and a team-
high eight as ists on the night. 
'The game was OK. We 'll take a 
win any day. But we still needed to 
work on some things to improve for 
our next game," senior guard Banks 
Rough start 
Trailing 63-44, t jM-St. Louis 
went on a 7-0 nm to cut the lead down 
to just 12 points with five minutes 
remaining. However, the deficit was 
too much to overcome for the 
Rivermen, as St. Mary's went on for 
the 79-62 victory. 
Leading scorer Jonathan Griffin 
said, "They were great competition. 
But in the econd half, we had an 
eight minute lapse where we just 
ouldn '! core." Griffin tied his care r 
b t with 20 points in th game and 
also pulled down seven rebounds. 
i ordmann added 12 points, 
and Banks had 11 points for the 
Rivemlen. St. larv's was 1 d bv 
Pedro Brito with 19 points and 12 
rebounds, and Billy White had 15 
pa in and 14 rebounds. 
"They were a great opponent. 
They went to the NC.t\A tournament 
last year and came with seven return-
ing players. We played really well the 
first half but couldn't make our free 
throws, which really doomed us," 
Pilz refleded on his team's perfor-
mance. 
The Rivermen wanted another win 
when they faced up agai nst 
I 
I doulJie 
I ' 
I duty tor 
t 
I UJ\ISL 
[ 
BY GRETCHEN MOORE 
Sports Editor 
Ashley Richmond and Scott 
Wittenborn just fInished their fall. 
seasons on the volleyball team and 
men 's soccer team. However, while 
the rest of their teammates go into 
their off-season and cut dovm to less 
practices per week, these two are 
doubling up trying to balance two 
sports at once while also keeping up 
with their schoolwork. 
Ashley Richmond, a junior guard 
from Cincinatti, played both volley, ~ 
ball and basketball in high school as 
well as track. However, she pursued 
collegiate-level volleyball "because 
my dad didn't know much about the 
volleyball so he couldn't yell at me 
as much." 
Richmond just finished a strug- • 
gling season with the Riverwomen 
, volleyball team and found the inteu-
. sity of practice to slow dov,'ll toward 
the end of the season because they 
were focusing on individual team 
strategies. " It is hard because basket-
ball requires so much conditioning .., 
and practice. The spOlis are kind of 
the same because in volleyball I had 
Jesse Gaterl Tbe Current 
Kevin Nordmann, senior, forward, goes up for a dunk in the 
Saturday, Nov. 22 defeat to St. Mary's. 
a special sklll I would work on like 
setting an.d in basketball shooting is a 
big part of my game." 
Scott \Vittenbom, a sophomore 
I guard from Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
played basketball, soccer and base-
Lindenwood Univ rsity to keep their 
record strong. Pilz and his fi llow 
coaches kicked ff the night by 
attending a bonfire prior to the game 
behind the Mark Twain Building 
hosted by th Homecoming 
Committee. igniting the Rivermen to 
pull out the win that they needed. 
UM-St. Louis jumped out to the 
quick lead in the first half before the 
Lions came roaring back to take the 
lead. The Rivermen Jed 9-2 in the first 
five minutes of the half before 
Lindenwood rod the hot shooting of 
Justin Shral<! to gain the lead. 
With the score tied 16-1 6 
Lindenwood went on a 10-2 run., with 
all 10 points cotning from Shrake. 
The I ad extended to as many as II 
points with three minutes left in the 
half before the Rivermen closed the 
game to eight, 37-29, at halftime. 
TIle Rivermen lost their games 
against UM-Rolla and St. Mary s due 
to lack of performance in the second 
half, so they wanted to come out 
strong and take over the lead. The 
Rivermen scored the first seven 
points of the half and cut it to a one-
point lead at 37-36. 
UM-St. Louis stayed close and 
eventually tied the game at 44-44 on'a, "' 
three pointer from Nordmann with 
13:40 remaining. On the next posses-
sion., the Rivermen got a steal and a , 
fast break lay-up from Banks for UM-
St. Louis's first lead since early in the 
first half. 
see RIVERM EN, page 9 
Ashley Richmond 
Riverwomen basketball face 
ball in high school. Witten bam has 
high hopes for his team this year as ' 
well as his personal performance on 
and off the court. "As a teammate, I 
want the guys to get to know me so r 
can show them what I can do. As a 
team, we want to get a conference 
title and move on to regionals. A 
long-term personal goal I have is to 
be named academic all-conference 
all four years." an uphill battle in standings 
BY .IUD DIEFFENBACH 
Staff Writer 
The UNf-St. Louis women's bas-
ketball team has had a tough start so 
far this year. In the season opener, the 
Riverwomen fell on the road to 
Lincoln 63-44. After falling behind 
in the first half32-17, UM-St. Louis 
had a hard time keeping up with 
Lincoln. The main difference in the 
game wai> the shooting percentages 
of the two teams. The Riverwomen 
shot 23.3 percent while Lincoln was 
able to shoot 50 percent from the 
floor. 
A few days later, the Riverwomen 
continued their rough start when they 
faced Central Missouri State on 
Friday, Nov. 21. UM-St. Louis lost 
64-37 after playing CMSU close in 
the first half. CMSU pulled away in 
the game by taking control of the 
game in early moments of the second 
half. 
The next night, Saturday Nov. 22, 
the Riverwomen faced a tough oppo-
nent in the nationally ranked 
Panthers of Drury. The ninth-ranked 
Panthers dominated from start to fin-
ish by jumping out to a 3D-point lead 
at halftime. Drury ended up winning 
the game 100-45 by shooting 58.5 
percent from the field and held UM-
St. Louis to just 34.5 percent shoot-
ing. 
Head Coach Lee Buchanan, in his 
first year with the Riverwomen, had a 
lot to say about the team this year and 
the prospects for a winning season. 
Buchanan feels his young team will 
be constantly growing this year. "Our 
team is very inexperienced. We only 
have nine players, and they are all 
new to our basketball program. None 
of our nine players has ever played at 
the NCAA Division II level. I think 
this season wilJ be tough as far as 
wins and losses. Our goals are trying 
to improve each day and to learn 
from each game," he said. 
No matter the results, Buchanan is 
proud of the way his team has played 
so far this season. "Our effort is get-
ting better every time we play, and 
we are learning the new system a lit-
tle better each day. We are still trying 
to learn the quickness of the game at 
the DII level and how physical teams 
play. Each player has shown aposi-
tive attitude and has worked hard at 
learning everything I am trying to 
teach," he said. 
Most importantly, Buchanan 
believes the Riverwomen can be 
competitive this year and hopes that 
fans will support the team through 
the tough times as well as the good 
times . "I think, if we continue to 
work hard and improve, we will have 
a chance to be competitive in the 
league. However, if we are measured 
on our wins alone we may not 
receive a good grade. I hope our fans 
will be patient and try to understand 
that the girls are working hard and 
they want to win as bad as the fans 
do," he said. 
The next game for the 
Riverwomen is Nov. 29 at Northern 
Kentucky. 
Megan Alberts, forward for 
the Riverwomen, commits 
a foul while trying to block 
SLU's Tyler Mcllwraith dur-
ing an exhibition game at 
the Bauman-Eberhardt 
Center on SLU's campus. 
The Riverwomen, who suf-
fered from 21 turnovers 
during the game, lost 85-
57. 
Wittenbom rounded out his sea-
son with the Rivermen soccer team 
as a fO.f\vard scoring three goals with 
one assist. Transitioning from soccer 
to basketball proved to be a chal-
lenge, conditioning-wise for Scott. "I 
Scott Wittenborn 
thought I would be in great shape 
since I just got done with soccer, but 
basketball conditioning is totally dif-
ferent. Soccer has a lot of long runs 
where basketball is sprints and 
jumps. Both teams have a really high 
work ethic and a strong will to win." • 
Both Ashley and Scott had an 
easy transition with the help from 
their new teammates. Scott went 
from having 24 teammates to 12 
when moving into basketball. "Both 
teams are really close and get along . 
well. It's hard to find a team where ~ 
everyone gets along. It is very 
important. All the basketball guys 
were really welcoming and accepted 
me." 
The amount oftearnmates Ashley 
had for volleyball and now for bas-
ketball are about the same. 
---~---- - ---- ----- -- --- --_. 
see TWO TEAMS, page 9 
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The game went back and forth over 
the last 13 minutes, as it would be tied 
" seven more times ' and had 10 lead 
changes over that stretch. Lindenwood 
led by as many as three points on two 
occasions, the last a 64-61 lead with 
just under five minutes left The big 
offensive spark for the Rivermen 
came from Jared Pratt, who scored 10 
fill straight points for the Rivermen ov~r a 
f ' three-minute span. 
TWo free throws by Pratt cut the 
Lions' lead to one, and a lay-up by 
Pratt on the next possession gave the 
lead back to UM-St. Louis at 65-64. 
After a Nordmann free throw tied the 
game at 70-70 with one minute 
,~ remaining, it set the stage for last-sec-
ond heroics. 
working on our. late game in practice 
and took what we had worked to them 
in the game. Fortunately, Jonathan 
[Griffin] made the shot. We felt the 
crowd really helped us to victory. 
They certainly meant eight to 10 
points for us," PiIz said. "We want to 
thank all of the students who came out 
to support us and want everyone to 
come out Thursday, Dec. 4, for the 
Southern Indiana game. They are 
ranked second in the nation, and we 
need a great atmosphere to make them 
as uncomfortable as possible." 
"The girls made it a really easy 
transition. They included me in every-
thing and were very understanding. 
They all live four to a [University] 
Meadows apartment so I was really 
the oddball. But they help me when-
ever I need it." 
Going back to back fall and winter 
sports can be strairring on school 
work, but both Ashley and S'cott have 
good time management skills, which 
keep them on track. 
'1 didn't have a very tough sched-
ule this semester; winter semester is 
going to be rough. I have class and 
basketball practice plus trying to 
make it to two hours a week of vol-
leyball. I don't want to fall behind on 
my volleyball skills and still want to 
be there for both teams," Richmond 
said. 
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Mike Sherwin! The Cun eu! 
Lindenwood had their chance, 
missing a lay-up and a pair of free 
throws, and gave UM-St. Louis the 
chance to win. Jonathan Griffin ended 
up with the ball for the Rivermen at 
The Rivermen were led by Pratt 
with 16 points on 5-of-7 shooting 
frorri the field and a perfect 6-of-6 
from the line. Nordmann added 15 
points, and Griffin had 14 points, 
including the game winner and eight 
rebounds. Lindenwood was led by 
Justin Shrake with a game-high 30 
points, 23 of those coming in the first 
half. 
Wittenborn said, "It takes a lot of 
planning and looking ahead to see 
when papers are due. I study on the 
bus a lot and take advantage of the 
time that I have to get things done." 
Softball coach Nicky Durnin, w ith her 2003 team during a game last April. 
't the top of the key in the closing sec-
onds and drove down the right side of 
the lane, hitting a pull up jumper with 
1.2 seconds remainiTIg for the 72-70 
win. 
UM-St. Louis is now 2-2 on the 
season and will begin the conference 
portion of their schedule on the road. 
The Rivermen will play at Northern 
Kentucky on Saturday, Nov. 29 at 3: 15 
p.m., and then play at Bellarrnine on 
Monday, Dec. 1 at 7:45 p.m. 
Ashley aspires to be a sports 
broadcaster while Scott hopes to be a 
high school teacher. Both are taking 
advantage of their collegiate level of 
athletics to further their experience at 
UM-St. Louis and hope to be an addi-
tion to their teams in the upcoming 
season. 
Q & .A ·with UMSL softball 
coach Nicky Durnin 
• 
,., 
'They had the opportunity to beat 
us on our home corut. We bad been 
Jesse Gater! The Currer" 
Head Coach Chris Pilz and Asst. Deryn Cater look on as the 
Riverman fall to St. Mary's on Saturday, November 22. 
The Current 
is hiring 
again for 
copy· editor, 
music critic 
and ad 
director. 
Come by 
for more 
info. 
BY JAMES DAUGHERTY ' 
Staff Writer 
Q: How long have you been coach-
ing at UM-St. Louis? 
A: This is my second year. 
Q: How did your team do last year? 
A: When I arrived last year, I arrived 
late. We didn't have a fall season, and 
we only had nine girls and later one 
walk on. Even with this we never got 
blown out, and we had 15 wins. Alot of 
those games went into extra innings, 
and I think it says a lot about our girls. 
Q: How have you done so far this 
year? 
A: During the fall we went 6-2, Our 
girls gave 11 0 percent, and we could 
have gone 7-1. One of those losses was 
to Carbondale, a D1 school. My girls 
did everything right, but those girls hit 
the heck out of the ball . We are feeling 
a lot more comfortable this year, even 
though We are a young team. 
Q: What are your expectations for 
this year? 
A: Our two main goals are to go the 
GLVC conference tournament and win 
more games than last year. I would like 
for us to compete more, ince our 
schedule is a lot tougher than 1 year. 
Q: What is your biggest strength? 
, A: Defense. I am a defensively-
minded coach. That's how I teach in the 
classroom and how I coach. If we score 
one lUn in a game, we should win that 
game. I hanuner defense during prac-
tice. Our defense will hold us in games; 
it doesn't matter if it goes eight or nine 
innings. Our new girls will feel more 
confident defensively as the season 
goes on. 
Q: What is your greatest obstacle? 
A: Staying healthy. It was our obsta-
cle last year and will be this year. It's no 
secret that a team full of healthy girls is 
going pIa . If three or four girls are 
injured, it's not possible for them to 
give 110 percent And when I say 
healthy, I'm not talking about pulled or 
strained muscles, I'm talking about bro-
ken bones, Last year we had a broken 
fibula and broken fingers. 
Q: Who are some of your key 
returning players from last year? 
A: Savannah Adams for one: he 
was our shortstop last year but will be 
playing second base this year. Sbe has 
exceptional range and is comfortable 
on the plate. KiIlU11Y Kulaitis, ow' thini 
basemen. was All-Conference last year 
and led our team in horne runs; 5h i 
ow' power hitter. We will rely on her a 
lot offen ively and especially in pres-
sure situations she will produce RBI's 
for us. Kristen Economon will be our 
left fielder, She's our only left-handed 
hitter, and last year she was our lead off 
hitter. This year she will be another 
power hitter. Maria Gaertner was a 
walk on last year and is our utility play-
er. She can play first base, outfield, or 
even behind the plate. She leads by 
communicating a lot wid1 the team. The 
last one is Casey Moran, our pitcher, 
She threw our games dlat went into 
extra innings. She doesn't have blazing 
speed, whicbmakes her very deceiving, 
because she can throw a fast ball, bur 
then take 20 m.p.h. off of the next pitch. 
She ""ill be our star on the mound. . 
Q: Who are your biggest rivals? 
A: All of them. Any of the teams in 
conference can potentially knock you 
off. 
Q: What would you like from dle 
UM-St. Louis fans this year? 
A: To come watch us! We have an 
exceptional facility even though it's not 
right on campus. It's by the Fine Arts 
Builcling. but if you pay attention on 
campus you' ll know when we play. The 
gi.rls play better with people watching 
from behind, it gives them omeone to 
play for. I think it should start with the 
sports teams supporting each odler. 
Wi thout people supporti.ng you, you 
have to do it alone, and that's harder. 
~----------------------~--------------------------------------------------------------... 
University of Missouri - t. Louis 
Annual Dr. Kin ~---........ ontest 
Theme: "Dr. Martin Luther King, the .soul of a courageous man ... . " 
REQUIREMENTS 
- Essays nlust reflect upon the theme nSoul of a C rageous an and the values of Dr. King 
- Essays are limited to 500 original words and must e double spa typed 
- Essays must be original work, n eat, and grammatically correct 
- Previous 1st place winners are not eligit> e t participate 
- Participants must be enrolled IT lSL students for the Fall 03 and S"pring 04 selnesters 
Individual cash awards will be g lM to top winners 
Submissions Inust be received in the 
Office of Student Life (366 Millemli11ll1 St Ident Center ) by 
Winners will be presented with their award on 
Friday, Decelnber 5th at 5:00 p .m . 
Monday,January 19,200 
at the annual MLK Holiday Observa 
Please contact the Office of Student Life at 516-5291 for more information 
___ 
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Movies 
,' Film openings are subject to 
change. 
Week of 
Dec. 1 
Honey- Tough inner-
dty beauty achieves 
her dream of becom-
ing a successful 
Ichoreographer only to 
realize that success 
means compromising 
her values. Instead of 
succumbing to 
immorality, she opens 
a dance studio for 
children in the inner-
city. Opens Dec. 5th. 
The Last Samurai-
Tom Cruise plays 
Captain Woodrow 
Algren, a Civil War 
,veteran sent to Japan 
_ to train the emperor's 
soldiers in their fight 
Ito slay all Samurai 
; warriors , in this film 
Iset in the late 18oos. 
I' 
;'When Algren is cap-
tured by Samurai and 
subsequently taught 
the honor of thei r 
code, he must decide 
:which side he aligns 
; himself with. Opens 
Dec. 5th. 
Pride and Prejudice-
An independent film . 
about the troubles of 
dating during college. 
Based on the Jane 
Austen novel, this 
fi lm centers on a 
young, hard-working 
: college gi rl who has 
: no time for dating 
'but lives with three 
-other girls deter-
-mined to meet the 
:men of their dreams. , 
;Opens Dec. 5th. 
Green's remedy for rainy days 
B Y PAUL CRUTCHER 
StatfWrite.,. 
Let me be honest straightaway. 
"Straight Talking" is, hands-down, 
the best book I have read in recent 
merilOry. Remember, too, that I aver-
age a book every week-and-a-haIf or 
so. The books I read do cover a 
diverse range. Neveltheless, my 
compliment stands genuinely and 
behind some authority. 
Jane Green, author of "Straight 
Talking," writes entrancing fiction 
about all-too-real relationships. 
Her books take readers into the 
intenvoven lives of friends. These 
friendships make solid foundations 
for the action of the prose that sm-
rounds the friends' individual lives, 
which is typically all about chasing 
romance. Part of why she wins you 
over, then, is her subject. After all, 
we might not be interested in or able 
to follow the militmy and political 
jargon in a Clancy novel, but we 
should surely be interested in and 
empathetic with friendships and try-
ing to decipher the cryptic code that 
rules relationship-maintaining. 
"Talking" follows Tasha, the nar-
rator and protagonist, and her trio of 
girlfriends through the so11 of plot-
line described above. The women all 
begin the story attached in some 
fomI to various men, and through the 
comse of the novel, they manage to 
lose some of them, run through a (un 
of them and all together shift theil' 
relative positions. 
"Talking" deals heavily in what a 
group of close girlftiends do when 
they are not going about their profes-
sional lives. Tasha and her troupe 
gush over bridal magazines, share 
weekly coffee at their favorite shop, 
Best- selling author of JEMIMA J and BOOKENDS 
console each other when another 
man-pig has dumped on one of their 
own, rag on flirtatious coworkers to 
each other and the like. Green adds a 
Aye Mati 5 
dose of sometimes-graphic and 
potentiaUy-vulgar sex and sex-talk, 
but it should not be anything that 
you, being honest. have not heard 
or discussed before. But, again, the 
plot is Tasha-driven ; and while her 
friends are integral to the story, 
they are fixtmcs to the primary 
focus: Tash:l's attempts to define 
what is essential to maintaining a 
meaningful relationship. 
The two great big questions that 
consume her quest are these: "Can 
you have a wondrous relationship 
without passion')" and "What, 
exactly, is passion'.''' 
Readers should enjoy following 
Tasha througb her personal stnig-
gle. As a narrator. she is funny, 
honest and makes celtain to check 
in on you, the reader. It is at once a 
personal narrative and at the same 
time a piece of prose fiction. Her 
direct communication with you 
helps draw you into the intimacies 
of her life. 
I also must admit that during a 
glaring part of "Talking," I was 
furious at Ta ha and, consequently, 
Green. I found myself in one of 
tbose moments where you have 
taken a real ownership in the well-
being of the characters, you care, 
and you cannot help but get upset 
when the author takes yom charac-
ter in a direction that you do not 
want him or her going. Green rec-
tified that problem though, and the 
mistake on Tasha's part only 
served to make the conclusion 
more realistic. 
If there are nagging complaints, 
they stem from "Talking" being set 
in London. Green is English, and 
she incorporates a myriad of 
English peculiarities into the lives of 
her Londoners that readers from 
smack-dab in the Ipiddle of the US 
migbt not understand. For instance, 
every single notable character has at 
least one nickname, which can get 
confusing, even if you are onIy work- fiI 
ing with a set of eight people. Then, 
the couples, like ali' couples, give 
each other various pet nanIes, which 
thickens the issue. Of course, 
''Talking'' comes in British English, 
which really is not a fault, but you 
may need to brush up on words like ~ 
"flummoxed," "snag," "queue," 
'"keen/~ Bflat-mate," '1.art," Hsod l" 
''fancy'' and "thick." Tasha and her 
chums all IUll about London too; so, 
geographical references that demand 
some prior knowledge for signifi-
cance (such as, Which are the slum- .f!! 
my sections of London?) might be 
lost on you if you do not have a 
friend or "Lonely Planet" nearby. 
Finally, food items, which are preva-
lent in 'Talking," will undoubtedly 
be foreign to anyone who is not par-
ticularly hip in that department. If ~ 
you think of barbeque as being a 
food group, the onIy reference that 
will strike some familiarity is 
Chinese take-out. 
Overall, these complaints do not 
distract from what is working well in 
"Talking." The 310 pages breezed by • . 
for me, and if you are interested in 
this sort of novel, they win almost 
surely for you as well. Green pro-
duced something largely entertaining 
in "Talking," in the dynamic between 
the four girlfriends and in Tasha. The 
novel sits readily available at yom 
local bookstore for $11.95. Pick it up, .~ 
and you will likely be lending it to 
friends after smiling, laughing and 
generally enjoying reading through 
it. 
'Master and Commander' sa-Is into action ~ 
B Y CATHERINE M ARQUIS-
H O MEYER 
Film. Critic 
Director Peter Weir 's new film, 
"Master and Commander: Far Side f 
the World," swaggers onto the screen 
with all the gung-ho, seafaring action 
you could want. With fme attention to 
historical detail and the grand sweep of 
an epic on the high seas, it is a magnif-
icent-looking, entertaining tale of con-
flict in the time of the Napoleonic 
Wars. While manly action will smely 
appeal to many, fascination with high 
seas heroics and historic details may 
not extend to evelyone. 
Set in 1803 dming the Napoleonic 
Wars, the British ship "Surp11se" 
receives orders to stop the "Acheron," 
a new, advanced-design French war-
ship on its way to extend the war into 
the Pacific. The "Surprise" encounters 
the much larger "Acheron" near the tip 
of South America and is nearly sunk in 
the encounter: Rather than return to 
port for repairs, Captain ''Lucky Jack" 
Aubrey (Russell Crowe) rallies his 
loyal crew to embark on a grand chase 
to pursue the "Acheron," despite the 
advice of his ship's doctor and friend, 
Dr. MalU1in (Paul Bettany, who 
costalTed with Crowe in "A Beautiful 
Mind" as his imaginary friend) . 
If there are "chick flicks," then 
there must be "guy flicks." This film 
definitely belongs in the latter catego-
ry. In fact, it may be the ultimate of the 
type - battles, guns, grog, manly honor 
and valor, blood and guts and aU in the 
man's world of the l800s British 
Navy. Based on the tenth novel in 
Patrick O'Brien's twenty-book seafar-
ing historical series, the production 
pays careful attention to detail in the 
re-creation of shipboard life and in the 
realistic battle seen . There were high 
expectations for this film, as director 
Peter Weir is noted for high quality 
films uch as "Picnic at Hanging 
Rock" "Dead Poets Society" and 
·'Witness.' hawing a skil l with both 
serious fIlms and entertairunent and 
action films. 
The action is breathtakingly real in 
the tyle of "Saving Private Ryan," as 
timbers plinter, cannons roll back and 
forth into their berths and choking gun 
smoke fills the air. The painstaking 
care given to the accurate re-creation 
of details of life aboard a British ship 
inspires awe from the incomprehensi-
ble accents of the motley crew (which 
includes a scar-faced Billy Boyd from 
"Lord of the Rings"), the cramped and 
cfuty conditions of the ship and the 
gory, hacksaw smgery after battle. The 
fIlm has epic scope, photography and 
splendid effects. The story keeps us 
enteltained for the entire length of the 
film. 
Russell Crowe basn't looked so 
commanding since "Gladiator," and it 
is hard to imagine another actor better 
able to carry off ruffled pirate shirts 
with more manly swagger and grace. 
Gung-ho heroics without second 
thoughts or hesitations are central to 
Crowe's Captain Aubrey, a likable, 
bam leader. \Vhen Midshipman 
Blakeney (Max Pirikis), a young boy, 
seems destined to lose his arm, the 
captain inspires him by giving him a 
book about Lord Nelson, praising the 
British sea hero. 
\Vhile Crowe does a great job as ' 
the heroic and channing captain, there 
is something missing in this tale. 
Aubrey has many admirable character-
istics, but unlike other epic heroes, he 
lacks any human flaw or weakness that 
would make him more rounded. 
Reportedly, as I have not read the 
O'Brien books myself, Aubrey's char-
acter is essentially the same as in the 
books, but his lack of human flaws and 
moral doubts is offset by the more 
complex character of Dr. Matluin. In 
the novels, it appears that the doctor is 
the voice of abstract thoughts and 
moral shadings, Here, the character is 
hardly present, so underdeveloped 
beyond a more human sensibility and 
an interest in natma!'science, that even 
without knowledge of the books you 
will feel that there should be more. 
As the "Surprise" pmsues the 
"Acheron," in a quest somewhat remi-
niscent of "Moby Dick," the focus 
falls on life at sea and the men of the 
ship. While the film pays meticulous 
attention to detail in recreating both the 
ship and the sailors' lives, the develop-
ment of depth in the characters is lack-
ing. The film does develop aspects of 
life aboardtbe boat, with a tale about a 
young midshipman who loseS an ann, 
about sailors' superstitions, harshness 
of shipboard discipline and the fate of 
a troubled midshipman who has lost 
the respect of the sailors he com-
mands. The doctor gets some character 
development as a Renaissance man 
who is also a naturalist, eager to 
explore the intriguingly diverse 
Galapagos Islands. The action and 
details of shipboard life seem geared to 
appeal to the masculine taste, but so 
does the sparse dialog and refusal to . 
dwell on any nuance of action or shad-
ing of character. 
That is not to say Paul Bettany does 
a poor job; far from it. Both he and 
Crowe are fine, and their acting mesh-
es well on screen. In the film, we see a 
friendship between Aubrey and the 
doctor take shape as they play violin 
Photo courtesy 20th Century Fox 
Russell Crowe .as Captain "Lucky Jack" Aubrey. 
and cello duets and discuss both 
immediate concerns and the larger 
issues of the day. Apparently, the 
exchange between these two men dri-
ves the intellectual appeal of O'Brien's 
tales. In the film, the acting of both 
Crowe and Paul Bettany give the 
friendship believabilil1', but the nature f) 
of their discussions is much less sig-
nificant. 
see COMMANDER, page 12 
Mokabe's offers up a vegetarian brunch 
BY M ONICA M ARTEN 
Staff Writer 
Mokabe's Coffeehouse on Arsenal, 
a small, eclectic cafe, served all walks 
of life. Water bowls on the outside 
patio hinted a W31m welcome to pet 
owners while the promise of a vegetar-
. ian buffet beckoned those looking for a 
meatless treat. Despite a good view of 
Tower Grove Park from the outdoor 
seating, my friend Melissa and I sat 
inside instead of outside due to the 
chilly weather. 
Mokabe's is small and cozy, with 
fewer than ten tables in the dining 
room. We chose a spot right in the mid-
dle. Several paintings that were for 
sale covered the right wall. Gay pride 
posters ann political paraphernalia also 
adomed the walls. Local papers sat in a 
rack in the front window, and fliers and 
ads covered a post suppo11 next to our 
Mokabes offers vegetarians an alternative to traditional brunch. 
table. The only lighting came from 
over the bar, buffet, art wall and large, 
front-facing window. 
The buffet was rather small. 
Melissa helped herself first and loaded 
up on veggie quiche, hashbrown pota-
toes, half a Belgian waffle and two 
croissants. I had two Belgian waffles 
with maple syrup and some hashbro'wn 
potatoes. The potatoes were warm, but 
the waffles were a little hard and a bit 
cold. Melissa liked her quiche and 
croissants, however. We both passed 
over juice and coffee in favor of water. 
Because Melissa and I had never 
been to this coffeebouse before, we 
were not sure if we were supposed to 
serve ourselves or not. After sitting for 
five minutes, a girl from the bar came 
over and told us to help ourselves to the 
buffet. \Vhen we left after breakfast, 
the cashier did not make eye contact or 
ask how we liked our food. The only 
other employee we saw was a busboy, 
who did not seem too interested in his 
SUlTOundingS. Obviously, qone of them 
were too personable. 
Mokabe's was created by three 
women-Becky, Kathleen and Mo (real 
name Maw-een), and Mo still owns it. 
The coffeehouse is a central cele-
bration point for the Gay Pride parade, 
a yearly celebration aimed at aware- -
ness and promotion of gay and lesbian 
rights. The event is held across the 
street in Tower Grove Park during the 
early summer, making Mokabe 's the 
place to see and be seen during this cel-
ebration. 
Mokabe's offers this buffet of V311- +.; 
ous meatless food items every Sunday 
from 9 am. to 1 p.m. The price is $10 
per person. Although Mokabe's was 
not our cup of tea, it may be just what 
you are looking for, if you prefer not to 
be bothered too much dming yoU1' 
meal. In a .hurry? Mokabe's offers ~ , 
carry-out; but not delivery. Visit them 
at 3606 Arsenal Street barely off South 
Grand or call them at (314) 865-2009. 
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Single in St . ou·s Second album a success 
BY CASEY SCHACHER 
.L__ • • _ _ __ • • _ 
A &EEditor 
''I had no idea that there are so many 
singles in St. Louis," said Mary, who 
works in insurance. Sitting on the out-~ skirts of the party, leaning seductively 
on one hand while sipping casually 
from a martini in the other, she rolled 
her eyes and said, "but there aren't 
enough men here." Leaning forward, 
she adjusted her sparkling jewelry, 
-
cologne wafted through 'the air. 
Hundreds of men and women stood, 
q:ammed into a giant ballroom, swap-
ping flirtatious smiles and business 
cards, The chatter of mingling guests 
nearly drowned out the outdated 
rhythms of a band that nobody was 
paying attention to anyway. These pe0-
ple were professionals, proud, elegant . 
and sophisticated. Thumbing a faux 
mby, I lifted my chin and did my best to 
look like one of the crowd. 
the outskirts of the party, casually star-
ing at each other in mock disinterest 
Suddenly, I longed for a scene 
straight out of the movie "Dirty 
Dancing": women kicking off stilettos, 
men loosening neck ties and rolling up 
sleeves, all dancing wildly to the music 
of a new generation. Singles night at the 
Ritz was a far cry from the rowdy 
nightclub scene, however. Still, how 
could hundreds upon hundreds of 
adults gather and only a couple of pe0-
ple dance? 
Perhaps it 
was the success 
of the event that 
marred the 
evening. Singles 
night has attract-
ed 400-500 in 
past years. This 
year an amazing 
1500 people 
showed up for 
the event, 
according to . 
Casey Scnacner/ .The Current 
Mrs. Grant. So 
many, in fact, 
that . tickets 
stopped being 
sold and impossi-
bly long lines 
shot from behind 
understaffed bars 
while tables at 
which to rest 
were scarce. So 
many singles ... The Ritz-Carlton in Clayton hosted "Single in St. Louis," an event where singles in 
St. Louis could congregate, and meet, and, perchance, get a phone number. I left the event 
never once taking her eyes away from 
,~ their persistent scan of the room. Her 
disclosure was whispered as not to 
betray the cloak of confidence she had 
about her. This was a woman on the 
prowl. 
I was out of my league and I knew 
it. The glamorous idea of singles night 
at the Rilz-Carlton in Clayton had 
'1 seduced me ,into an evening dress and 
my best costume jewelry. The event, 
. hosted by St. LOuis Magazine, benefit-
ed Hunger Outreach, so my attendance 
was aho civic duty, I rationalized. 
Parking at the bottom of the. parking 
garage, I rode an elevator up to the 
11! lobby in nelVOUS anticipation. Was I 
overdressed? Truth is that I had no idea 
what to expect. Champagne and 
caviar? Or perhaps techno and leather? 
. . eI doubted the latter, I was simply 
'urrpreparea for the 'huth. 
Diamonds sparkled and expensive 
Deciding that this was a spectacle 
best experienced at a distance, I headed 
for a far wall by the door. Standing near 
my spot was a man half hidden in shad-
ow, looking comfOltably separated 
from the crowd. 'T 'm married," he said 
after I introduced myself. ' 'I probably 
shouldn' t be here." Sure enough, a 
beautiful woman swooped in next to 
him and put a possessive arm around 
his waist He smiled with plide and 
introduced his ""TIe. 
Elaine Grant, wife of mystery man, 
also happened to be editor for St. Louis 
Magazine, the publication hosting the 
event. "St. Louis sometimes isn' t the 
best place to meet people," she admit-
ted while looking sympathetically 
around the room. "Singles here tend to 
stick to their own." Spotting the insur-
ance lady across the room, I believed I 
knew what she was talking about 
E erybody, I had noticed, seemed on 
-ECODlII1ics 
compl8tad at last 60 
early, never hav-
ing found my niche in that crowded 
room of people not entirely unlike 
myself, if truth be told. Walking to my 
car on the below-the-salt parking level, 
I mused about a couple I had seen while 
riding the elevator to the event earlier in 
the evening. The elevator was crowded. 
A slender woman in a brown business 
suit had said, 'This should be interest-
ing," Laughing nervously, a man 
smiled at her with sparkling eyes, a 
smile that she returned most \'iillingly. 
Unfortunately, the two parted ways and 
disappeared in the party without anoth-
er word between them. I wondered if 
they bumped into each other again that 
night. Hoping so, I retumed home to 
my dog and the TV, all the while think-
ing, "why are so many single in St. 
Louis?" For information about other 
events hosted b Sl Louis Magazine. 
visit themJ at 
www.stlouismagazine..com. 
a cumu ative GPA of at laast a 3.0, aod 
subject araa GPA of a a 3.0 ... 
W8 pay IIr tutn 
B Y AMY G O NWA 
Music Critic 
Holding onto the same sound that made the Strokes rise 
to fame, they have released a second albWll, "Room on 
Fire." The disc contains everything you would expect from 
the Strokes and. much more. The Strokes' compressed, 
heavy rock n' roll style prevails again in "Room on Fire." 
With insistent songs openirig the album, "What Ever 
Happened" and "Reptilia" coupled with louder, more pas-
sionate tracks. In ''Between Love and Hate" and "Under 
Control," the Strokes reveal their colorful tendencies. You 
are never sure what kind of song you will get next, both 
musically and lyrically in "Room on Fire." Lighthemted 
tunes offset the Strokes' detenninism, as with "Automatic 
Stop," and force you finther towm·d the edge of your seat. 
It is difficult to pinpoint the exact musical inspirations 
and motivations of the Strokes' new album, as it is diverse 
in sound. There are some gm·age band tendencies as with 
the track "12:51." The echoes of Sonic Youths' emotional 
rock along with ' 80s synthesis fill the rest of the album. 
"Is This It," the Strokes' debut release, sold an impres" 
sive two million copies worldwide. Since then, the five 
men that make up the Strokes have been eagerly persisting 
with their music. They are a band composed of intelligent 
. music-makers with a dedication to perfection. 
In their evolution from the time of their first release, the . 
Strokes remain, for the most part, the same. Instead of dras- . 
tically altering their message and sound for their second 
release, as many artists do, the Strokes stood behind their 
original ideas: All of these elements combine to fonn the 
energetic andmuch anticipated release of "Room on Fire." 
"Room on Fire" is a finely tuned exposition of modem 
day rock n' roll. The expetimental nature of their sound has 
brought about a new standard in today 's music scene. With L-_ __________ _ _____ ---' 
dynamic composition and varying rhythm pattems, the The Strokes have been labled the new torch car-
album is sure to be another success for the Strokes. riers of rock and roll. 
BB 49952961 A 
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like to make cash? Then come to The Current 
and be ad director. Come by MSC 388 for info! 
UM-St . Louis Campus Housing .......... . 
PUmNG THE LIFE BACK INTO 
RESIDENCE LIFEU 
For More Information Come By And See Us At: 
8001 Natural Bridge Road 
C101A Provincial House 
St. Louis, MO 63 121 
(31 4) 5 I 6-6877 
Or Visit Us On The Web At: 
www.urnsl.edulservices/reslife 
On Campus Housing Now Ayailable for 2004 at 
Mansion Hills Condos and The Residence Halls 
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State legislator, UMSL alumnus 
Zweifel comes back for 'lunch' 
TOP: 
Clint Zweifel, Missouri representative for the 78th district, lis-
tens to a question from the audience during "Lunch with a 
Legislator," on Nov. 20. The event was held by ASUM. 
RIGHT: 
Zweifel, who graduated from UM-St. Louis in 1996 with a B.A. 
'in political science, and later received his MBA in 2001, spoke 
on "Before and After: My Experiences at UM-St. Louis." 
COMMANDER, from page 10 
Mike Sherwin! The Current 
. -_._-- - ----_._-- - --------
All the acting is high quality, just 
as the visual quality and entertaining 
srorytelling is first rate. But the film-
maker's decision to limit the scope of 
the characters keeps the film from 
being a true epic in the mrumer of 
"Moby Dick" or "Lawrence of 
Arabia." In "Lawrence of Arabia," 
Lawrence himself has a dru'k si(le; in 
"Moby Dick," there is power of a 
human failing: obsession. Both of 
these films come to mind while 
watching "Master and Commander '; 
but while this film has the epic sweep 
and the historic scope, it lacks the 
human and the profound, which an 
epic cries out for. While I am a fan of 
history and love this kind of attention 
to detail and realism, just the det.ail 
without the character depth and 
philosophical underpinnings is not 
enough. 
I suspect women might be more 
lii.:ely to notice this gap, another rea-
son this is a guy flick. Except for a 
shot of a native girl, there are no 
women in the film and no love inter-
est for Crowe. Certainly you have 
Russell Crowe looking really good, 
but the fact is that the character 
remains brave and bold but two-
dirnen ional. He has no softer side, 
no self-doubts and no secret weak-
ness to make him more, well, human. 
The best epic and heroic films also 
have another deeper layer. The lack 
of shading in characters, not just the 
grunted, backslapping camaraderie, 
will likely leave at least some view-. 
ers, especially women, urunoved and 
uncaring about the men in this tale of 
the high seas. Persistently a guy flick 
all the way, the film will be fine for 
many in the audience but will be put 
out of the must-see category. 
What it boils down to in this film 
is that this highly entertaining action 
film , despite its high polisb and his-
torical accuracy, fails to become a 
real classic epic. If action, history and 
a good sea yarn are enough for you, 
this film will deligbt. For those who 
want a bit more depth, the lack of the 
hun1an in the epic will sink the tale. 
9 
Finding cash for college is ' 
child's play. 
Register now and sea rch t housands of 
scholarships worth over $3 billion 
www.thecurrentonline.com/scholarships 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
.' with 40 words or fewer · 
are free to 
students, faculty and staff 
All classifieds are due via email by 5 p.m. on the Thursday before the publication date. 
In addition to the name(s) of the advertiser, each classified submitted must contain 
a student number or faculty/staff department and title(s) prior to publication. 
http://www. TheCurrentOnllne.com current@jinx.umsl.edu 
Help Wanted 
Tutors wanted 
Student Support Services is looking 
for tutors in the following subject 
areas: math (upper level - Calc. 
.~ plus), accounting (upper level), 
statistics and economics. If you 
have completed at least 60 credit 
hours, have a cumulative GPA of at 
least a 3.0, and have a subject 
area GPA of at least a 3.0 ... 
Please call Debbie at 516.6554 or 
., stop by 144 MSC and pick up an 
application. We pay our tutors 
VERY WELL! 
Mortgage 
loan officers - F /T work one-on-
one with large client base in the 
• Mortgage industry. Professional 
attitude a must. Commission only 
plus benefits. Call Matt McClure 
314-442-2025 or fax resume to 
314-442-2062. 
Helpwanted 
141 SaleS-Agent, Insurance Co., 
weekly pay, no experience, 2-yr 
training program, must have car, 
Ft, background check, fax resume 
(314) 845-5150 or email resume 
to george. fewquay@western 
southernlife.com. 
***WANTED*** 
1 Zookeeper and 12 Gorillas need-
ed for grassroots marketing cam-
paign in one of America's fastest 
growing franchises. Evening and 
~ daytime hours. Must be person-
able, outgoing and have a flare 
for the outrageous. Marketing 
intemships, welcome. Earn money 
--t:mt'havp fUn at the same time. 
Close to UM-St. Louis. Call David 
III at (314) 423-4529. 
Get published 
Get published in Litmag 
Submissions now being accepted 
for the spring issue. All UMSL 
~ students, undergraduate and 
graduate, are encouraged to 
submit their poetry, fiction, and 
personal essays. Submission 
mailbox located by English 
Department offices, 4th floor, 
iii Lucas HalL 516-5512. 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
Air Fares at significant 
SAVINGS are available to 
STUDENTS & FACULTY NOW! 
Contact me for Pricing_ 
800 LYN SMITH Toll Free 
618266-7929 Fax 
LYNSMITH 
618 771-0213 Cell 
Iyn_thriftytvl@msn.com 
Help Wanted 
Marketing/sales intemship 
Spring Internship available at 
Medical Contracting Services, Inc. 
Send resume to internship@med-
. icalcontracting.com. Contact 
Erica Skeen 800-388-5581 x175. 
Housing 
Apartment 
Large 2-bdrm. apart. w/ hard-
wood floors, central air, garage, 
washer/dryer hook up, 2 balconies 
and arch doorways. Five minutes 
from UMSl. In beautiful residential 
neighborhood. 383-5321. 
House for rent 
2 bedroom at Hanley & Highway 
70 area. $550/ month . Tenant 
pays utilities. Damage deposit of 
$1100. Washer/dryer hook up. 
Call Ken at 453-4005. 
House for sale 
Wonderful 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 
updated house with large deck and 
deep backyard for sale. Close to 
UM-St. Louis . Call for information. 
Marjorie at 521-4677. 
Want to get your 
word out? Give The 
Current advertising 
department a call 
and place a classi-
fied ad. They are 
cheap and lots of 
people read them. 
They are also free 
to UMSL students 
so call ext. 5316! 
House for sale 
Bevo mill neigborhood, 5212 mor-
ganford rd,125,900$, large one 
family, two story brick home. 5 
bedrooms,2.5 baths, centrally 
located in the city, over 1800 
square feet. Updated kitchen and 
bath, includes appliances, call 
Lance 4523615_ 
Seeking roommate 
Seeking female roommate to 
share renovated two family . . Call 
Bianca at (314) 651-7523. 
Prof. Services 
Need something written I 
edited I typed? Contact 
Barbara. Author, Editor. (314) 991 -
6762 Reasonable rates, fast ser-
vice. 
Get job interviews with A 
Better Resume. 
Don't let your resume end up in 
the trash. Professionally prepared 
resumes by experts with over 25 
years experience in the job search 
and recruiting field. Call: (314) 
469-0900 
Research study 
Research subjects needed 
Subjects with normal vision and 
age between 18-30 yrs are invit-
ed to participate in a study con-
ducted at the College of 
Optometry, UMSL. The study 
requies a minimum of three vis-
its (60 min. each visit). Subjects 
reimbursed, call Jessie@314-
516-6655 email - js7c9@ 
studentmail. umsl.edu . 
Spring Break 
***ACT NOW! Book 11 
people, get 12th trip free. Visit 
the official website for spring 
break '04. The best deals to the 
hottest destinations. Group dis-
counts for 6+ 
www.springbreakdiscounts_com 
or 800-838-8202. 
Spring Break 2004 
Travel with STS, America's #1 
Student Tour operator to Jamaica, 
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas and 
Florida. Now hiring on-campus 
reps. Call for group discounts. 
Information/reservations 1-800-
648-4849 or www.ststravel.com. 
#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida, 
SPadre. 110% Best Prices! Book 
Now and get Free Parties & Meals! 
Group Discounts. now hiring 
Campus Reps! 1-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com 
Spring Break '04 with 
StudentCity.com and Maxim 
Magazine! 
Get hoooked up with Free Trips, 
Cash, and VIP Status as a Campus 
Rep! Choose from 15 of the hottest 
destinations. Book early for FREE 
MEALS, FREE DRINKS and 150% 
Lowest Price Guarantee! To 
reserve online or view our Photo 
Gallery, visit www.studentcity.com 
or Call 1-888-SPRINGBREAK! 
Winter and Spring Break 
Ski & Beach Trips on sale now! 
www.sunchase.com or call 1-800-
SUNCHASE today!. 
~~JIIP ~!J~ -JI FflA ~= N~_~ ~=~An ~ 
~~ ~~X!IZ~~t~~ 
tiJl'1cun Acapu.lcG GROUP AND GET 
M;n;;nl';l!1 JJm:lIC<J Jnd mDrc~ 2 FREE TRIPS!!!!! 
www.studentexpress.com 
Call NOW: 1.800.787.3787 
USA~NGBR~om 
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, 
Jamaica, & Nv:Jre. Don't be fooled! 
Go with Quality & Experience! 28 
years in business. largest Student 
Tour Operator (Division of USA 
Student Travel). Call 1-877-460-
6077 now hiring Campus Reps. 
Eam 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & 
$S. 
Scholarship 
$7500 Scholarships avail· 
able NSF /Noyce Scholarship 
program offering scholarships to 
juniors, seniors , graduate stu-
dents interested in teaching 
middle / high school math / sci -
ence at SLPS. Guaranteed teach -
ing contact upon completion. 
For com plete details : 
http: //te ach now. ums l. edu. 
Cli ck Noyce Scholarship link. 
Print! complete "application" 
form. Inquiries: Rosanne 
Vrugtman , (314) 516-4349, 
vrugtmanr@msx.umsl .edu. 
For sale . 
99 Pontiac Grand AM 
2.4 L engine, auto, blue, CD play-
er, 12ZK. Excellent condition. 
$4400. (314) 583-2557. 
Satum 1996 SW2 4D wagon 
Gold w/ beige leather interior, air, 
pow. steering, wndws & drs. , tilt 
whl., cruise control, AM/FM 
stereo, single CD, dual front air 
bags, 95k miles (1/2 the life of the 
car). $3900 (below BB price) (314) 
291-5975 evenings. 
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For sale 
1997 Audi A4 
1.8T. cactus Green, auto, heated 
seats, trip computer, climate con-: 
trol, OEM spoiler, air conditioning,' 
alloy wheels, 70,000 miles.: 
$8500.00. (636) 946-2789. 
90 Acura Integra LS 
, 
Champagne in color, 2-door, runs: 
good wi great stereo and clean 
interior. $2000. Call Denny at (314): 
731-7554. Leave message. . , 
&am $1,000 - $2,000 for your Student Group 
in just J hours! 
College fundraising made Simple, Safe and Free. 
Multiple fundraising options available. No carwashes. No raffies. Just success! 
Fundraising dates are filling quickly. Get with the programs that workl 
eS!!!lPU5 
YOllr Tn/Sled Source for College Fllf1f(raising. 
PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL 
**SPRING BREAK** 
Book early & save SS! 
Keg Party - Free beer! Live band , 
DJ, Wet T-shirt, Hard Body, 
Swimwear contests. Suites to 12 
people, 3 pools, huge beachfront 
hot tub. Sandpiper-Beacon Beach 
Resort 800-488-8828 
www.sandpipemeacon.com 
Misc • . 
Birth control, Phentermine, 
Zovirax, Viagra, Buspar. FREE 
Online Consultations. US 
Pharmacies & Physicians. FDA 
Approved Drugs. Overnight 
Delivery. www.drug-stores .ws 
For sale 
Musicians! Bass for sale 
Kay M-1 Bass with pickup, excel-
lent condition, a real find. $1600. 
(314) 409-5091. 
Reptile lovers!!!!! 
Beautiful juvenile Iguana, cage, 
heat lamp, set-up, $50 to a good 
home who has time to care for her 
and give her lots of attention!!!! 
(636) 390-8127 cell: (636) 297-
5260. Ask for Debi McDonald. 
Alto saxophone for sale 
Bundy II a~to saxophone for sale. 
Call Erica at (314) 516-7791 . 
Bunk bed and dresser 
Bunk bed. Full size futon on bot-
tom, twin bed on top. $250. 
Mattress included. Dresser $25. 
Call (314) 869-4072. 
13" c olor TV. 
White Westinghouse, 3 months 
old, $60 call (314) 771-1953. 
Free service 
Would you like to quit 
smoking? If so, contact 
Michelle Schmidt at the Wellness 
Resource Center for more infor-
mation on free services offered. 
Russellms@umsl.edu, 516-5380. 
888-923-3238 
www.campusfundraiser.com 
~for sale . 
96 Honda Accord EX 
. I V-tech. Automatlc, leather, bL\r i 
gandy, 117k miles, very good con ~ 
dition. Price $5500. Call (314) 5831 
2557. I 
1993 Honda del Sol 
, 
102,500 miles, 4-speed automatic: 
transmission, black color. Very 
good condition. Price $4200. Call: 
I (314) 629-5438. 
1995 Ford Explorer 
Dark green; automatic; air cond.;: 
all power options; new trans. and 
new CD player; excellent condi-' 
tion; 115,000 miles. Price $6,200. 
(314) 432-1360 or (314) 740-ZZ66~ 
Silver 1986 chrysler New 
Yorker $1,500 76,000 miles; 
automatic, 4 cyl., 2.2l TurbO 
Engine, power windows, loc~~ 
steering, dual power seats, cruis~ 
control, AM/FM radio, cassette, 
rear defrost, leather interior.:'. 
(314) 630-8598. I : 
1998 Ford Mustang .. \ 
Silver, 5-speed, CD player & cas' ! 
sette players, power front seats, I 
103K miles-highway, 1 yr oW 
clutch, dual air bags, small di~ 
left front fender, and split rear 
seat. Only $4600 obo call (314) 
771-1953. 
1998 Dodge Neon , 
Great shape and only 45,000 
miles. Manual, 4-door, AM/ FM/cas-
sette, A/ C, new tires. Very good 
I 
mileage, reliable and fun to drive , 
Asking $4250. (314) 952-8822. ' 
1997 Dodge Dakota Sport : 
Only 67,000 miles, V6, 5 speed; 
extended cab, CD player, power 
locks ft windows, bed liner and 
cover, overall exccellent condi~ 
tion. $8500 (negotiable). Day, 
(314) 516-7846. Night: (618) 71 9T 
9818. Ask for Sean. I 
-Do YOU LIKE MUSIC? 
-CL\N YOU WRITE? 
~¢GOOD HECilUSE THE 
CURRENT IS LOOKING 
FOR 11 NEW 
MUSIC CRill 
Il 0 WE WL\NT YOU! 
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Student 
actors pose 
for promo-
tional pho-
tographs of 
"The 
Comedy of 
Errors" on 
Nov. 21. 
The play 
ran at the 
PAC from 
Nov. 20-22. 
The produc-
tion was the 
first for 
UMS'':s new 
Department 
of Theatre, 
Dance and 
Media Arts. 
Shakespeare at the PAC 
BY ANGELA ASHLEY 
Sta!fWiirer 
Mistaken identities, mass confu-
sion, a simple set, a vaulted stage and 
a script written in antiquated Engli h 
came together on Thursday, Nov. 20, 
to fi m1 "Comedy of En-ors:' Thi 
Shakespearean piece drew a large 
crowd to the premiere pelfonuallce of 
UM-Sr. Louis' TI1eatre and Dance 
department in th Blanche M. Touhill 
Pelforming Arts Center. 
The play centers around tw twin 
brothers and their servants, also twins. 
The core characters were separated at 
young ages and end up living in dif-
ferent towns One of the twins and his 
servant travel to the town where the 
other brother and servant reside. The 
four characters run into each other, 
always confusing one twin for anoth-
er. and an entire series of mistaken 
identities and mishap ensue as the 
Bard of Avon takes the show on a wild 
Students don't disappoint with "The Comedy 
of Errors " 
ride. 
"The play was amazing. It was def-
initely funny, and the students did a 
great job bringing the humor of 
Shakespeare to a modem audience," 
said Mindy McNabb, senior, business 
management. 
Brijul Bhak,a junior, business and 
theatre, played Antipholus of 
Syracuse. one of the how's four mairr 
characters. "It was one of the rno t fun 
shows r ve ever done, and 1'm very 
proud of it," he said. 
As far as the cast is concerned, 
Bhakta believes that everyone enjoyed 
putting the show together. "You know, 
there were turbulent times. but we alJ 
pulled together to put out a good prod-
uct." he said. Bhakta used the comedy 
of the Simpons and the Marx Brothers 
as in 'piration for his role . 
"We had a great time," said Nicole 
Cu irnano, junior, biology. Cusimano 
played the role of the jailor in the play. 
''The audience seemed to be having a 
great time because we heard a lot of 
laughs. So, we 're glad that it was fun 
for all involved," 
Eric Love directed the play, which 
was his first tin1e doing so at UM-S r. 
Louis. 
"It was a great experience also for 
us to ' work with our director," 
Cusinlano said. "He feally let us feel 
out our own pans and bring our own 
elements to our roles." 
''1 really enjoyed the play, and I am 
defInitely looking forward to the next 
chance to come and suppon student 
theatre," said audience member CaIne 
Coleman, senior, music education. 
For information about upcoming 
perfonnances at the PAC, visit 
www.touhill.org. 
LARoUCHE, from page 1 
According to LaRouche, behind 
the danger of war are even more fun-
damental issues: the danger of eco-
nomic collapse, or even poverty. He 
also said that we have lost most of our 
economy and that 80 percent of the 
population in the United States is 
looking at much worse conditions. 
Speaking about the war, the candi-
date said that it is spreading and 
urmecessary. He is completely agains t 
it and conversed some about his 
views of Roosevelt and his traditions. 
"All of the other candidates are deny-
ing reality and the issues that are at 
hand right now. I represent the 
Roosevelt tradition, the others repre-
sent a world that is dying," LaRouche 
said. 
When speakillg of the economy, 
LaRouche said that part of the prob-
lem with it is Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
only buys products produced outside 
of the U.S. in cheap labor markets. As 
a result, local businesses in the U.S. 
Bob Mick, of St. Louis, takes a photo of himself with Democratic 
presidential candidate Lyndon LaRouche Nov. 18 after a press 
conference. 
are being forced to shut down, and 
people are being laid off. LaRouche 
said that the reason that people buy 
from Wal-Mart is because of cheap 
prices. We need to raise the standard 
of living and prevent this from hap-
pening any further, he also stated. 
All of this is part of a youth move-
ment that the Democrat has been 
working on. He is trying to provide 
leadership and a way to get the nation 
out of the crisis that it is cun-ently in. 
A question-and-answer session 
was held after the presidential candi-
date spoke. A small re.ception was 
held after the event. 
UMSL makes, a splash at parade 
Gloria 
Schultz, 
director of 
business and 
management 
services, 
waves at the 
c rowd as the 
UM-St. Louis 
float travels 
the 
Thanksgiving 
parade route 
downtown. 
Schultz and 
Ron Edwards 
organize the 
UM-St. Louis 
f!()at at sev-
eral parades 
each year. 
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Dec 10 
Dec 11 
Dec 12 
Dec 13 
Dec 15 
Dec 16 
Dec 17 
Dec 18 
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7:30 .7:30 
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7:30 .7:30 
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Our goal is to buy back as many of your books as possible. 
• Recycling books is good for the environment and lowers the price of 
textbooks. 
• Book prices are detennined by the authors and publishers . 
• Wholesale prices are based on national supply and demand 
• Copies in poor condition will be deducted appropriately. 
• Old editions have no value and cannot be purchased. 
~ ... .,. ...... 
"'I~'E"'iI' A ' I" ,L : " THE 'B :,E S '"]' 0 F F E l~ , 
:r J:' .tt -"'_ . .- .: ' 
The University Bookstore will pay up to 500/0 of the book price 
providing the textbook 
• Will be required for the next tenn 
• Is needed to fill next tenn's enrollment 
• Is in reusable condition 
Example: 
• You paid $64 for a new textbook. We will pay you up to $23 or 50%. 
• You paid $34.50 for a used textbook. We will pay you up to $23 or 50% of the new price. 
• For books having national demand, the wholesale company will pay 15% to 40% 
of the new price . 
• Discounted books are shipped to a wholesaler who recycles them to other 
colleges and universities where they are needed. 
• Old editions have no national value. 
., 
VOLUME 36 
December 1, 
2003 
THECURRENTONLlNE.COM 
Christmas trees a go-go 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI - ST. LOUIS 
~ Santa Claus: He was more real Christmas music takes 
than many of you may think over St. 
. .., BY dASON GRANGER (lI.' 
EdiIDr-fn.Omif 
What do you think of when you 
hear the name Santa Claus? Do you 
think of a jolly fat man in a red suit with 
black boots? Do you think of Dancer 
and Rudolph and Donner') Well , y. au 
jl may be surprised at the very humble 
beginnings of the myth of Santa Oaus. 
Conditioned as we have been 
that there is no Santa Oaus, 
at one point there actually 
was a man who was very 
much like the Santa we have 
.~ today. Born in 245 AD., 
Santa was originally named 
Nicholas, which means "hero 
of the people." 
Nicholas had humble 
beginnings, but his parents 
had high aspirations for him. 
" Even at a young age, 
Nicholas was a kind and 
gentle boy. He shared his 
food with those who had 
none and helped those in 
need in his village. 
.A.s a young Ulan, 
• Nicholas 
entered fue 
priesthood and 
quickly was named a bishop. 
He was so young, many in the village 
and the Church called him "Boy 
Bishop." When he was named a 
~: bishop, another part of the Santa Claus 
legend wa~ born. Nicholas wore a red 
robe and a red hat as well as black 
shoes. Thus, the jolly man in a red suit 
was born, but there is more La this story 
than just red cloth. 
In one 
village in 
France, young Nicholas overheard a 
sad tale of a man who had three 
daughters he could not afford to feed. 
Tills man was afraid that he would 
have to send his daughters away from 
him and it was tearing him apart. When 
Nicholas heard the news, he was 
cteteonined to help in some way. So 
one night, he climbed on the family' 
roof and dropped three bags of gold 
dOWl1 the chimney. TIl" legend says 
that the girl had e.ach been drying a 
sock by the fireplace and the gold 
feU into each sock, hence the 
tradition of hanging stocking 
by the fireplace. The next 
morning, the girls woke 
up to ftnd the gold. 
and ran to their 
fat h e r 
proclaiming 
a miracle. 
Word around 
h e 
u n t ryside 
spread about 
Nicholas' generosity and 
kindne s , and soon. many 
people bega.') to set out socks by 
their fireplaces hoping for 
some sort of goodies. Nicholas 
was not done there either. As 
the legend goes, Nichola ' 
would, in early December, go 
around one day on 
horseback and ' throw 
sacks of gold into 
the windows of 
people in poor 
parts of town. 
For his 
good deed! . 
Nicholas was 
named a <linl by 
the Catholic church and 
Decembe.r 6 was named 
St. Nicholas Day. St. Nichol~ is 
known now as the patron saint of 
children. 
see SANTA, ~3B 
BY JUD DIEFFENBACH 
StojfWritet' 
Thank giving is upon us and just 
around thi time of the year, 
Ch11Stmas decoration start to sprout 
up: lights and trees begin to show up 
everybody's 
f a vo ri te , 
Christm as 
mUSic, stans 
ringing in 
~hopping malls 
and on radio 
statjons across !be 
countrY. 
I c~uldn'l 
it last week 
h e a r d 
Chri tmas 
mlJsic 00 
t wo 
separate 
mainstrea.m 
everywhere, 
a nd 
stations. And not just a few 
. ongs here and th~r~ . The CP..ristnlnS 
music is constant and' unending. I 
mean, it's a week BEFORE 
Thail.l(sgi· ing and here we are, 
having Christmas music forced upon 
Us 7 days a we....k, 24 hours a day. 
• • OUIS a rwaves 
One of the primary St. Louis 
stations competing for the Chri smlas 
music audience i: 104. 1 FM, The 
Mall, an alternative rock station that 
generally plays music from the 1980s 
and 1990 . The other station is 102.5 
F M 
KEZK, a 
soft rock 
statio n 
• 
that play" tunes from 
1960s aU the way to the 
19905. 
Both stations make a big deal of 
their Christmas music selections by 
promoting it in newspapers, radio 
and on their websites . Both websites 
offer holiday CDs and other 
Christmas merchandise. The Mall 
de cobes itself as "Your Home For 
The Holidays" and "St. Louis" Fi.rst 
Christmas Music Station." KEZK 
describes icelf as ··St. Loui s's 
Original C!uistmas Music Station:' 
It seems to make more sen 'e to have 
a soft rock station doing all 
Christmas music rather than an 
altemative rock station. But maybe 
that's just me. 
It may sound I ike I don' t I ike 
Christmas or r m 
some kind of a 
··Scrooge . '· 
Not [rue at all. 
I love 
Christmas. 1 
love t.lus time of the 
year. The holiday 
season reminds me of 
friends, family, football 
and f od. Not a bad 
combination, I' d sa.y. I just feel like 
we shouldn't overlook holidays like 
Thanksgiving. After Thanksgiving. 
feel free to go illl out. 
It' s interesting how different 
people react to having this Christmas 
consumerism forced 
u p 0 n 
the m. 
A li n 11 
Ca rr on , 
senior, is 
the kind 
o f 
person that struts 
getting the 
ChIi stmas decoration 
out fu"ter Hallow~n. 
see RADIO STATIO~S. page4B 
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St. Louis offers Up a plethora of options 
for those lookillgfor the peifed tree 
Christmas trees come in 
all shapes and sizes. 
Here, a customer of Ted 
Drewes' Christmas tree 
lot is dwarfed by the 
pines that will eventual-
ly go home with a happy 
family. Ted Drewes is 
lo.cated at 6726 
Chippewa and 4225 
South Grand. 
Photos by Michael Pel ikan and Mike Sher...vin 
B Y .JASON GHANGER 
Editor-it/-Cbie! 
For many families, one of the most fun parts of the holiday season is going to 
pick out the family Christmas tree. Size, smell and tlee type all playa factor in the 
choosing of a Christmas tree. The St. Louis area has a number of different tree lots 
and vendors to choose from. 
"We receive our tree.s typically the week before Thanksgiving," Tun Smith, 
assistant manager of Frank's Nursery and Crafts in Kirk.wood, said "We have 
Frasier Firs. Douglas Firs and Scotch Pines." 
Smith said Frank's has been selling Christmas trees for at least 20 years, if not 
longer. He said the store originated as a grocery store but evolved into the store it 
is now. The Kirkwood Frank's is lecated a half mile north of interstate-44 on 
Lindbergh Blvd. 
Smith said Frank's does not just carry Christmas tree~, but many other festive 
items as well. 
"We sell live and artit"i.cial tree.s, but that's not all," Smith said. "We also have 
live and artificial wreaths. live and artificial roping as well as ornaments, tree top-
pings and pain ettias." 
Smith said perhaps the most unique Christmas item they carry is a potted 
Christmas tree that patrons can plant in their yards and watch grow. That way, 
according to Smith, families can grow their own Christmas trees for a few years 
down the road. Smith said prices range from $19.99 for their assorted trees to 
$79.99 for their Cathedral trees, which are nine feet tall "and heavy: ' 
Smith also said F,dl1k's usually sells about 600 trees per store, and there are four 
in the St. Louis area., over 150 nationwide. 
Another popular Christmas tree location is 1b.ies Farm and Greenhouses. Inc. 
According to a spokeswoman for the company, they have been selling Christmas 
trees for almost 20 years. She said the company uses tree sales to supplement 
income during dle winter months. She also said that there i another payoff for sell-
ing Christmas trees. 
"We ''Ie had a lot of kids we have watched grow up," the spokeswoman said. 
"We have a Jot of families that come in every year to get their trees from us: ' 
She also said Thies has a varied stock of tree ·. TIley carry Balsam, Frasier and 
Douglas Firs as well as Con Connor, Scotch Pine and White Pine trees. 
Thies Farm and Greenhouses, Inc. is located at Inters tate 70 and North Hanley. 
For more information on the tree lot, call (3 14) 428-9878. 
Perhaps the most popular place in St. Louis to get a Christmas tree is Ted 
Drewe . Made famous for its frozen custard, Ted Drewes Sr. and Ted Drewes Jr. 
decided tn 195_ to supplement income with Christmas tree sales. 
Travis Dillon.. general manager of Ted Drewes, said dlere are many attractive 
qualities of shopping at Ted Drew for a Olristmas tree. 
'The custard stand stays open dUllng the winter months," DiIlon said. 'That 
way. [customers] can eat custard, have a hot fudge sundae or drink hot chocolate 
while they pick out their trees." 
Dillon said Ted Drewes' Coo tmas tree lot sells between 6JlOO and 7JXXJ trees 
per year. TIley cany Balsam Fir, Fnlsier FIr, Scotch and White Pine trees. Prices 
are $10 and up. Both Ted Drewes locations will be canying trees this year. The 
main branch is at 6726 Chippewa. the other location is at 4224 OUlll Grand. For 
more infomlation.. call (314) 481-2652 .. 
LEFT: A 
customer 
finishes 
tying his 
just -pur-
chased 
Christmas 
tree to the 
roof of his 
minivan in 
the park-
ing lot of 
Ted 
Drewes. 
This evergreen at Ted Drewes Tree Lot on Chippewa comes with a hefty 
price t ag of $50. 
Thies Farm & Greenhouses, located at 4215 N. Hanley, offers different varieties and sizes of Christmas trees. 
Andrew Ghiassi, a worker with Ted Drewes, trims a Christmas tree trunk for a customer on Sunday morning. Ghiassi says 
that even more than a month before Christmas day, the lot often is filled with customers. 
~ 
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Movies for tHe tRie Hollywood 
Christmas afficiando 
BY BECKY ROSNER 
News Editor 
1. A Chris1mas Story 
2. National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation 
3. It's a Wonderlul Life 
4. Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer 
5. The Grinch 
6. Scrooged 
7. Miracle on 34th Street 
8. Charlie Brown Chris1mas 
9. Prancer 
10. The Santa Clause 
1. A Christmas Story: This 1940s 
classic highlights young Ralphie and 
the gift that he desperately wants for 
2. National Lampoon's Chris1mas . 
Vacation: Chevy Chase is at his great-
est in this hilarious Chri.stmas must-
see. The Griswold family can never 
seem to have a normal vacation and 
Chris1mas is no different. A task such 
as putting up the Chris1mas lights 
becomes a buge ordeal. In this install-
ment, cousin Eddie attempts to steal 
the show from Oark. 
3. It's a Wonderlul Life: This clas- . 
sic features Jimmy Stewart, George, as 
a kind man who has kept his town run-
ning for years. When George tries to 
jump off of a bridge, a guardian angel 
named Clarence shows him what life 
would have been like in the town if he 
were never born. He learns to love life 
more than ever. 
4. Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Christmas night. 
S. The Grinch: Jim. Carrey stars in 
the remake of this Dr. Seuss classic. A 
mean green Grinch thinks that he must 
stop Christmas from coming. He plans 
to rob Whoville of everything that 
Christmas brings. The grinch uses his 
small dog as a reindeer to pull his 
sleigh down to Whoville. He eventual-
ly realizes that all of these things do 
not matter to the Whos, after seeing 
them singing on Christmas morning. 
Of course, the original is a classic not 
to be missed either. 
6. Scraoged: A spin on the classic, 
A Chris1mas Carol, Bill Murray is 
comical. He plays a cold television 
executive who needs to learn the true 
meaning of Christmas. Along the way 
he meets with ghosts of Chris1mas, 
for Christmas and Kringle as well. 
8. Charlie Brown Christmas: This 
cartoon classic is fun for all ages. 
Charlie Brown searches for the true 
meaning of Christmas, while figuring 
things out along the way. Charlie 
directs a holiday pageant and finds a 
lonesome empty Christmas tree to use. 
All of the Peanuts characters are in this 
movie to support Charlie's excursions 
and finding of true Christmas spirit. 
9. Prancer: A young girl finds a 
stranded reindeer that fell from a 
Christmas display in town. She brings 
him back to her barn and feeds him 
cookies until he can return to Santa 
Claus. Meanwhile, she tries to hide the 
deer from her poor family. 
10. The Santa Clause: While Tim 
. Allen is keeping his SOD for the holi-
)\(1 J to th ;r']K) before t-h15 v\ /) ho.fpeYled 
ton ;9 h+, I vJ05 f '(71(')(/ 1(1; +-0 c.o.rv,e b~cf) 
9v\t CAli 'lOlA l;ke (A f;s~ o."j 
dt7'11 C.e cAfovd1d 1'-\ Y Ov.r 5 k,'rJ5! .r 
) 
Rvdo I Ph (Almost ·ho.d 0\ 
endinj'" 
Christmas, a Red Ryder BB Gun. The 
father gathers a love for a leg lamp that 
he wins in a conte.st, and his brother 
has a strange fetish with eating. 
Ralphie strives so hard to get his pre-
sent that he even write.s a school paper 
on the subject. Along the way to the 
holiday, a schoolmate sticks his tongue 
to a light pole, and Ralphie overcomes 
the school bullies. 
SANTA, from page IB 
Reindeer: This c1assis cartoon movie 
shows Rudolph trying to grow up. 
When attempting to fly, the other rein-
deer make fun of him because of his 
gleaming red nose. He decides to run 
away with a little boy elf who wants to 
be a dentist and ends up running into 
the Abominable Snowman. Rudolph 
finally returns and saves the day by 
leading Santa's sleigh on a blustery 
The legend of St. Nicholas meta- was a Santa Claus. While he was not a 
morphosed into the Santa Oaus we fat man with 9 flying reindeer, he cer-
know today. Known throughout the tainly was jolly and he certainly was 
world, St Nicholas goes by many dif- giving. So, adults out there, it is okay 
ferent names like Santa Claus, Pere to say you believe in Santa Claus; he 
Noel, Sinterklass and Sint Nikolass. was real after all (in a manner of 
So, at one point in. history, there speaking). 
RADIO STATIONS, jrompage IB _______  . ___ ___ . 
"I love Christmas; it the best time 
of the year. I love baking 
food for my family and 
friends. The presents 
and lights. Evelything 
really," she said. 
Brad Webb, an 
area Scrooge, does 
not like Christmas 
very much and, not 
surprisingly, does not 
care for Christmas 
music. "I just think people 
go way overboard during the holi-
days, spending too much money and 
consuming too much," he said. 
Whatever your views on the 
holidays are, you should not be 
surprised that the closer Christmas 
comes, the more that Christmas 
who show him why we have 
Christmas. He ends up coming back to 
reality with a whole heartfull of holi-
day spirit and giving. 
7. Miracle on 34th Street: A holiday 
must-see for all of those people who 
love classics. A little girl does not 
believe in Santa Clause, and it is up to 
Kris Kringle to show her that he does 
exist. She ends up developing a love 
day, he manages to accidentally kill 
Santa Clause. His son convinces him 
to put on the red suit, and it takes over 
from there. Allen is suddenly a true 
believer after he visits the North Pole 
and begins to gain weight The second 
saga recently came onto video, so you 
can also check out the next step in 
Allen's travels, when he is forced to 
find a Mrs. Clause. 
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Wanted: cheap gifts 
Options 
abound for 
, 
.- 'J" 
the shopper 
with a smal 
budget 
BY CARRIE LEWIS 
St~lrWriter 
Shopping for the holiday can be 
stressful, and shopping on a budget 
just adds to the presure. Great gifts are 
available, and even better, affordable. 
This gift-giving guide is designed to 
help penny-pinching holiday shop-
pers find the peliect present for their 
loved ones. 
To find a gift for $10 and under: 
For her: Women love creative 
gifts. Fill a holiday bag with an issue 
of "Cosmopolitan", her favorite 
candy and a homemade card. For the 
not-so-creative shopper, Abercrombie 
and Fitch has festive w~men's under-
wear that say things like "gifted" on 
the back for $9.50. Melissa Wiese, 
sophomore, business, says, "I love the 
spa stuff they have at Target. My 
favorite is Nichols Eucalyptus Bubble 
Bath, and it's only about $4." 
For him: Make a mix CD with his 
favorite songs. Or, if there is no CD 
burner in sight. make a manly gift 
bag. Try putting a copy of ·'Sports 
illustrated" in a seasonal bag along 
with a pair of warm socks and a 
mini bottle of high-quality 
hair gel. 
For him or her: 
Make a 
personalized 
picture frame by 
decorating an old CD case and gluing 
a favorite photo inside. A more practi-
cal gift is a journal. Borders has a col-
orful sclection of them for as low as 
$4. 
Gift ideas for $25 and under: 
For her: $20 can buy a tiny box of 
Godiva chocolates that any lady 
--"--
For him: Men also 
w ant to smell good. 
For that, Sephora 
has a light cologne 
called Clean for Him. 
-- ,,--
would enjoy receiving. The Body 
Shop has a pre-made gift box called 
"Give Stress a Rest." This $25 pack-
age is great for students who are 
preparing to start a new semester. For 
$25, a holiday shopper also has the 
option of putting together a slightly 
more elaborate gift bag. Sephora at 
West County Mall has a lot of small 
. 
trinkets that would work well such as 
L'Octaine Hand Cream for $8, 
Rosebud Salve for $5 and a travel 
brush for $8. 
For him: Old Navy has a selection 
of fleece for under $20. The store also 
carries knitted winter caps and 
scarves for $7 and under. RELcom 
has a large selection of winter weath-
er athletic gear for under $25. For an 
indoor type of guy, Brookstone offers 
a convenient pop-up clock for only 
$15. 
For him or her: Buy a gift certifi- , 
cate from a movie theater that covers 
the cost of two movie tickets, popcorn' 
and soda. 
Shopping with a budget of $50 and .' 
under: 
For her: Sephora and most fine· 
department stores carry Dolce and· 
Gabbarla Light Blue perfume. An 8 
oz. bottle costs $40. The Body Shop, 
has another gift box. For $50, she can 
enjoy an at-home massage package. If-
the woman being shopped for prefers 
professionals to relax her, 
a gift certificate to a 
spa may be 
appro-· 
priate gift. 
Solace Spa in Clayton is a full-
service salon that offers a vari-
ety of services, including a half-
hour massage for $45 and a spa 
pedicure for $40. 
For him: Men also want to smell 
good. For that, Sephora has a light 
cologne called Clean For Him. A 
small bottle costs $28. Some guys like 
high-tech gadgets. Radio Shack has a 
four-in-one, touch screen, remote 
control for $40. Another innovative 
gift, an iceless can cooler, comes from 
Brookstone and also costs $40. And 
finally, if all else fails, get a $30 or 
$40 gift certificate to his favorite 
restaurant, preferably not a chain. 
For him or her: Try a wine and 
cheese night. Check out a local wine 
merchant. Buy a nice wine; many are 
available under $25. Ask for help, if 
. you' re not sure. Buy some top-quality 
cheese, perhaps brie, and some 
gOUlmet crackers. Box them all up 
and tie them with some gold ribbon 
and a sprig of holly. 
There are a couple other helpful 
hints to keep in mind while searching 
for great gifts. "If you warlt to buy 
somebody a gift certificate, make sure 
it's for something they want bu 
wouldn't normally get for them-
selves," Han Jiang, junior, business, 
suggested. 
It is also wise to check ou 
Ebay.com before heading out to th 
malls. The website offers many of th 
same things as regular stores do a 
much lower costs . Ebay also has lux 
ury items such as Burberry scarve 
and Tiffany and Co. jewelry at dis 
counted prices. But the most impor · 
tant thing to remember is that it is th 
CusulDano's Pizza 
Sunday - Thursday 10 pm til Midnight 
2 for 1 Rail Dr inks 
Wednesday & Thursday lOpm til Midnight 
$1.00 pitcher refills (natural lite beer) 
Must be 21 to enter - must have Missouri ID 
7147 Manchester Rd in Maplewood 
emtertainment evety night 4 pool tables 
and game room 
OPEN lOpm 645-5599 close at 3am every night 
age 4B 
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ore chocolate! Christmas merriment in song fOnD 
eeping 0 those BY ANGELA ASHLEY Staff Writer 
liday pO nds . ! Some songs have the ability to i make memories spring to mind. The i I holiday season in particular has many 
I songs that bring back fond memories 
By S TEF A NIE TAYLOR 
StajfW"riter 
When writing a holiday wish list, 
orne students include warm clothes, 
mone~ for books and possibly a fe~ 
new video games to add to their thiiv-
ing collection. After the holidays, stu-
dents may be smprised to fwd that 
they got something they did 
not ask for: a little extra holi-
day weight 
Amanda Wood re!!is-
t red nurse at lIM-St. 
Louis Health Services 
offers some advice to' 
~tudent trying to 
e c-ape the holiday 
break: free of extra 
pound . 'The key to 
weight control over 
[he holidays is por-
Ii n control. You 
can indulge in lots 
of your favorite 
foods if you just 
ger slualler por-
tion ," said 
Wood, 
Ii ood also 
uggested stop-
ping when you feel full. This is a diffi-
cult task for students who holiday hop 
from office parties to family gather-
ing . Students may feel pressmed to 
partake even if they just finished a 
meal . omewhere else. 
Lindsay Blum, freshman, biology, 
ays sbe understands the pressure. "I 
feel obligated to eat at my boyfriend's 
house, 'she said. "r don't want llli; par-
ents to think I'm rude, so we usually 
g there fu'St. [ don't feel so bad not 
eating at my parents' house." Blum 
said that she is not worried about 
Auld lang syne 
putting on extra weight. "1 have a pret-
ty decent metabolism, and I'll just 
work it off later," she said. 'My fami-
ly loves deserts like cheesecake and 
cobbler. Yum, yum!" 
Instead of sugarplums dancing in 
students' heads , 
gre<lt guest as well. 
Bonnie Landwehr, sophomore, 
early childhood education, plans on 
eating at about 15 different gatherings 
over the holiday break. ''It's always 
turkey everywhere," Landwehr said. 
''I don't want to be a butterball too." 
of holidays past. 'Whether an image of 
decorating a Christmas tree, lighting 
; candles or helping the needy comes 
i forth, these holiday songs bring out 
the essence of the holidays. 
Wood advises that students 
check out weight management 
websites, magazines and 
~ .... _........ brochures. "If you stick to 
10) "Chanukah Song" by Adam 
Sandler. The song defmitely brought 
attention to the Jewish religion by 
way of lots of humor. 
9) "Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town" by Bruce Springsteen. A great 
rock version that reminds all that 
Santa Claus knows who has been 
naughty or nice. 
Wood suggested thinking about veg-
etables. "Start with yom vegetables 
and lots of water. It will help you feel 
full faster. Choosing water instead of 
soda is also a good way to shake a few 
extra calorie from the meal," Wood 
said. 
"You just have to decide what is 
most important." said Wood. who sug-
ge ts that students c n ider bringing 
their own dish ' to fantily gatherings. 
Not only will students know that they 
have something they can eat without 
feeling guil ty, but they will look like a 
the food ' pyramid, you 
should be fine," she said. 
The food pyramid rec-
ommends limited use 
of fats, oils and 
sweets, arld only 2-3 
servings of meat per 
day. 
No weight con-
trol plan would be i 
complete with 
out exercise. 
"Instead of 
taking a 
turkey -
induced nap, 
go for a brisk 
walk," said 
Woo d . 
"Take the 
younger rela-
tives outside for a snow fight. Exercise i 
is a healthy altemative to the new 
video games that keep students in front 
of the television for hours." 
If students feel like they need pro-
fess ional help with holiday food per-
suasion or with any other weight-relat-
ed issues, UM-St. Louis Health I 
Service provides a weight-control 
prograrn. F r $5 per one-hour session, 
srudents can receive clinical help with 
assessing their weight and fOlming a 
plan that will help them fight back hol-
iday temptations. 
8) "Run, Rudolph, Run" by Bryan 
Adams. Another rock song that glori-
fies the holiday rush. 
n 
Ringing in the new 
7) ''Merry Christmas, Happy 
Holidays" by 'N Sync. A great upbeat 
pop song that captures the joy of 
being out of school and spending 
time with loved ones. 
6) "AU I Want For Christmas Is 
You" by Mariah Carey. This is a 
romantic holiday song that is sme to 
warm the heart. 
5) "0 Holy Night" by Josh 
Groban. A powerful classic sung by a 
man with an incredibly powerful 
voice. 
4) 'The Christmas Song" by Nat 
King Cole. A song that reminds peo-
ple to send holiday wishes to "kids 
from one to 92." 
3) "White Christmas" by Otis 
Redding. Somehow, it just does not 
seem like Christmas without some 
snow. 
2) "Christmas Eve (Sarajevo 
12124)" by Trans-Siberian Orchestra_ 
This is a classical song that soundS 
like Mannheirn Steamroller com-
bined with a rock band. Trans-
Siberian Orchestra will be in St. 
Louis Dec. 19 at the Savvis Center, 
for those who would like to bear this 
song live. 
And the number one holiday 
song ... 
1) "Happy Xmas (War is Over),' 
by John Lennon. This song reminds 
everyone that the past year is fin-
ished, and to reflect on it, but also that 
a new year is starting, thus a chance 
for a clean slate. 
Some honorable mentions for the 
list are Paul McCartney's "Wonderful 
Christmastime," "Feliz Navidad" by 
Jose Feliciano, "Have a Holly Jolly 
Christmas" by Burl Ives and anything 
from Hany Connick lr.'s ''When My 
Heart Finds Christmas" album. 
Any of tbese songs are sure to 
have holiday spirit running strong. 
I year St. Louis s yle 
I 
BY KATE DROLET 
Features Editor 
Prospero ana Nuevo. Bonne 
annee. L' anno nuovo felice. Happy 
ew Year. On Dec. 31 , people 
around the globe celebrate the begin-
lung of a New Year. Some travel to 
Times Square in New York City to 
watch the famous ball drop, while 
others choose to stay at home or go 
out with frie nds. Here are a few ideas 
for welcoming 2004 with a bang. 
1) Grab a few friends and fmd a 
club to · dance the night, and year, 
away at. Women can use this plan as 
an excuse to buy a New Year's outfit. 
Find something daring that you 
would never wear oth-
erwise, and do not 
worry about those 
few extra pounds. 
Diets start after the 
holiday. 
2) If danc-
ing is more of 
a punishment 
than a good 
time, plan a 
pub crawl. 
Bars usually 
have drink 
specials on 
tills busy 
mght, so do 
not stay at 
atly one 
place for too 
Ion g 
Remember, the 
point is not to get complete-
~y inebriated and pass out 
before mid-
night. Avoid a 
New Year's 
day hangover 
I
b Y walking 
to each 
,e s tab lis h -
I 
ment, and 
bring a bottle 
of watcr to 
drink willIe In 
transit. 
3) For a less expen-
sive evening, plan a game night. 
Hold a Monopoly mar'atbon, play 
poker for pennies, or learn a new 
game, such as bunko or canasta. 
4) Rent movies and eat all the 
ood that will be off-limits once that 
diet resolution starts. Have a fright 
night with the '·Exorcist" . 
"Nightmare on Elm Street". the orig-
inal 'Texas Chain saw Massacre" and 
other thrillers. Watch Indiana lones, 
"Star Wal'S" or "R ky" for a trilogy 
night. Rent bad science fiction 
movies and laugh as Godzilla terror-
izes a city. Tum off the sound and 
make up the cript. Invite the girls 
over for chick flicks . Rent sappy 
romantic comedies or a season of 
"Sex in the City." 
5) Go midnight bowling. Some 
alleys hold all-night parties, com-
plete with black lights and music. 
6) Play all night at St. Louis' City 
Museum. This old warehouse-
turned-playhouse is full of adult-
sized equipment for hiding, crawling 
and exploring. For more information, 
visit www.citymuseum.org 
<http://www.city-
museum.org/>. 
7) 
WillIe New Year's eve is supposed to 
be a night filled with excitement, 
hearing "Auld Lang Syne" tends to 
bring out that feeling of nostalgia. 
Celebrate years past by digging out 
the old pictures and scrapbooks. 
Laugh at those' 80s hairdos and party 
pictures from last New Year's Eve. 
8) Plan a themed party at home. 
Progres ive partie-s work well with 
large groups, and they take the pres-
sure off of one person hosting. Play 
cards and eat appetizers at one house, 
do dinner and a movie at another, and 
enjoy dessert and countdown with 
Dick Clar'k's TV special somewhere 
else. Host a hat party, where all in 
attendance are required to wear some 
sort of head gear', or a chatity event 
with a canned food fee at the door. 
Go' elegant with a wine and cheese 
pat1:y. Splurge on exotic cheese and 
grab a box of cheap wine. 
9) Bundle up and go to the St. 
Louis Celebrate 2004 event in Forest 
Park. Among the vat'ious venues is a 
giant Ferris wheel that debuts on 
New Year's Eve. Other attractions 
include fireworks and activities by 
the Jewel Box, the Missouri llistOlY 
Museum, the Muny, the St. Louis Art 
Museum, Science Center and Zoo, 
the Steinberg skating rink 
and the Grand Center. 
LUMA, a cast "cos-
tumed in light," will 
. also put on a live 
show. 
The even! will mark 
the beginning of several 
2004 events in the. city, 
including the U.S. 
Olympic Women's 
Marathon trials, the U.S. 
Olympic Diving trials and the 
Olympic centennial celebra-
tion. A new Monumental 
Feature at the Arch will create 
seating for riverfront 
~ shows, such as River 
'-J Splash. River· Splash will 
take place during the SWTI-
mer of 2004, and will feature 
fireworks , lasers and multimedia 
projected onto a water screen over 
the Mississ ippi river. For more 
information, visit www.cele-
brate2004.org 
<::> <http://www .cel e-
brate2004.org/>. 
10) Visit the Zoo. From 6 p .m. to 
a.m., visitors carl enjoy holiday 
light displays, magicians, dancers, 
jugglers, singers, artists, musicians, 
face painters and storytellers. The 
new Penguin and Pufiin Coast exhib-
it will also be open from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. 
Whether New Year 's Eve means a 
wild night out or a party at home, 
stay safe and make sure to welcome 
2004 in good spirits, 
Above, Santa proves he can rock with the best of them (if the best of them are elves). We can only 
assume that Mr. Claus must be rocking out to the dulcet tones of AC/DC or Metallica. Santa is actu-
ally quite the metal-head. ROCK ON ST. NICK! 
The Current 
wishes you 
and yours a 
very hcippy 
holiday. 
May each 
and every 
one of you 
get what 
your heart 
secretely 
desires .... A 
light finals 
schedule 
with no big 
term papers! 
-
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Happy Hanukkah ... What do you believe? 
Christmas myths or IS it uka? Exposing 
BY JAMES DAUGHERTY fallen victim to Christmas Myth coal , but parents don' t know more 
than St. Nick," said Monica Th.igpen, 
biology graduate student. Since par-
ents don ' t know this, let's find out. 
We all know that it's based loosely 
on St. Nicholas, who was a Dutch 
saint. What we may not know is that 
the modern image of Santa Claus had 
BY GARY SOHN 
Staff Writer 
For some, December is about 
Chlistmas, lights, presents, Santa, 
eggnog, dressing the tree and watch-
ing "It's a Wondelful Life." For oth-
ers, December brings Hanukkah, also 
called Chanuka, a Jewish tradition 
that lasts for eight days. For those 
who are not familiar with this holiday, 
here is a guide to understanding and 
appreciating another meaning of win-
ter tradition. 
means 
"dedicate" 
and "begin-
The Hebrew word 
Hanukkah 
ning."This holiday 
got its name from an 
observed feast of dedication 
that went on for eight days 
in honor of a Jewish 
victory in Jerusalem in 
December, 164 B.C.E. 
Hanukkah features 
the lighting of a 
hanukkiyah, a special 
Hanukkah menorah with 
eight branches and a ninth hold-
er for the Shamasb, or helper candle. 
Shamash, used to light the other can-
dles, is not counted along with the 
other eight, and is usually set slightly 
apart on the menorah to distinguish it. 
The Menorah lighting order fol-
lows strict tradition as well. On day 
one, the candle on the far right side is 
lit. 'On the second, two new candles 
are added to the menorah, starting 
from right to left. These candles are lit 
from left to right. On the third day, 
three candles are added and placed in 
the menorah from right to left. They 
are lit from left to right. On the fourth 
day, four candles are added, being 
placed in the 
menorab 
from 
rig h t 
to left, and 
are lit light from 
left to right. The cele-
bration is continued 
by adding five 
candles on 
day five, six 
on six, and so 
on until day 
eight. 
When the 
menorah is lit, the 
piece is not supposed to be used for 
any other putpose except contempla-
tion and closenes..~ to God. Reading by 
the light or using it to light the room is 
not pennitted. After lighting the can-
dles, one is supposed to take time to 
contemplate and realize his or ber 
connection to the collective Jewish 
family. The menorah is lit once the 
sun bas set and stays lit for at least 
half an hour after sunset. 
The dreidel, a game often associat-
ed with Hanukkah, has historical sig-
nificance. Throughout history, Jewish 
people have often been implisoned 
for studying the Torah. The only way 
that Jews could discuss the Torah in 
prison was wlder the guise of a drei-
del game. So spinning a dreidel dur-
ing Hanukkah bas become a symbol 
of Jewish strength in continuing to 
study the Torah against unbear-
able odds. 
A dreidel has four sides, 
each with the first letter of a 
Hebrew word: nun (mira-
cle), gimel (great), hey 
(was), shin (there). Together 
all these words spell out, "A 
great miracle happened 
there." 
Preparing latkes is also a 
common Hanukkah tradi-
tion. Latkes are a popular 
food, fried in oil. This traces 
back to the miracle of the oil, 
when oil burned for eigbt days 
during the Jewish Victory, 
December 164 B.C.E. 
Potato Latkes 
2 medium potatoes 
1 egg, beaten 
1/4 cup flour 
vegetable oil . 
Peel and coarsely grate the pota-
toes. Mix with the beaten egg and 
flour. Drop teaspoon size pancakes 
into bot vegetable oil until they are 
brown on both sides. Serve with 
applesauce. This recipe makes about 
10 to 12 srnalllatkes. 
TIus year, Hanukah begins on a 
Monday evening, Dec. 22, and con-
tinues through Wednesday, Dec. 31. 
The traditional greeting Jews extend 
to one another during this holiday is 
"hag orim same'ah," or "Happy Feast 
of e ights! Happy Hanukkah!" 
Staff Writer 
In getting ready for the holiday 
season, we have ' all noticed the 
Christmas hoopla and tradition. 
Perhaps we have participated in this 
tradition our entire lives, but have we 
ever stopped to ask ourselves where 
these traditions come from? Probably 
not. 
To defme all of our Christmas tra-
ditions is much more than. this article 
is capable of. However, we can look 
at some of our myths. To begin with, 
let's start with the popular Christian 
myths. 
Perhaps the most prevalent 
Chlistmas-related Christian myth is 
that Jesus was born on Dec. 
25. This is the reason 
we celebrate 
Christmas after 
all, right? Partly. 
We do celebrate 
Christmas as a 
commemora-
tion of Christ's 
bilth, but not 
because He 
was bom that 
particular day. 
Dec. 25 was 
suggested 
as the day 
to cele-
b rat e 
Christ's 
birth by 
Churcb 
Fathers 
III tbe 
fourth 
centu ry. 
The pur-
pose? To 
eclipse the 
Dec. 25 fes-
tivities of a 
rival pagan reli-· 
gion. It became per-
manent in 337 with 
the Roman emperor 
Constantine. Biblical scholars 
tell us that Jesus was probably bom 
in what we now know as October due 
to a calendar-ordering system 
change. 
For those of ill) who set up 
Nativity 'Scenes, we have inevitably 
Number Two. The three wise men 
who came to visit Jesus with gold, 
frankincense . and . mynh in the 
manger were real , but the magis' 
details got a little confused. The truth 
is that it never says how many wise 
men there were; the number is 
assumed from the number of gifts 
they brought. The wise men were 
probably gentile astrologers 
from Persia or southern 
Arabia, both east of 
Palastine. And 
Matthe 
Chapter 2 
tells 
they 
VIS -
Jesus 
not in the manger 
but in his house some months later. 
Myth Number l11fee is tlle 
very typical Santa Claus myth . 
"Parents tell their children to be good 
or Sanfa will bring them a lump of 
its origins partially in satire. In 
1809, Washington Irving 
published "A History of 
New York," which 
made fun of New 
York's Dutch past, 
"Sinte r klaa s " 
included. From 
the r e 
Galley wrote a 
poem in 1821 about 
"Santeclaus" who 
dressed in fur and 
rode a single rein-
deer wagon. Finally 
in 1822, Clement 
Clarke Moore wrote 
"An Account of a Visit 
commonly known as 
'''Twas the Night Before 
Christmas ... " 
Oh, and the tradi-
tional orange in the 
stocking? That is based 
on an old myth that if 
children were good, St. 
Nicholas would visit them 
and put a lump of coal in 
their stocking hanging on the 
hearth to dry. 
Myth Number FoUl' comes 
frolll the popular song "Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer." Just who 
was Rudolph, and where does this 
come from') Rudolph is actually an 
in ention of Montgomery Ward 
department stores . In 1939, the chain 
decided they did not want to buy any-
one else's coloring books but would 
instead make their own. So they 
made Rudolph, a story somewhat 
based on "The Ugly Duckling." 
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Irish sensation, 
The C · eftains 
January 21 
An early start to 
Mardi Gras with the 
Preservation HaU 
Jazz Band 
January 30 
The world's preeminent 
brass quintet 
Canadian Brass 
February 4 
Valentine's Day with 
Marvin Hamlisch 
February 14 
Lincoln Center Jazz 
with Wynton Marsalis 
February 15 
The Acting Company presents 
Shakespeare's "Richard III" 
February 19 
The Montana Rep~rtory 
Theatre presents 
"A Streetcar 
Named Desire" 
February 28 
Broadway smash hit 
Fosse 
March 25 
'111£ Current 
Synonymous with 
musical innovation 
ar t 
March 31 
Chaplin! Keaton! 
April 3 
Teatro Lirico 
d'Europa presents 
"Rigoletto" 
April 4 
American Indian 
Dance Theatre 
April 30 
In the mood with 
The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra 
May 8 
Dance St. Louis presents 
Contemporary 
Moves 2004 
May 20- 23 
December 1, 2003 
••• and much, much more! 
Call 314.516.4949, 
Toll-free at 866.516.4949 
for tickets or to requ~st a season brochure! 
Www. TOUHfLL.ORG 
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